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PREFACE. 



The ancestors of the Parsis of Western India, it is well 
known, were a portion of the followers of Zoroaster, who fled 
from their homes in Persia, on its invasion by the Musalm^n 
Khalifs, in the middle of the seventh century of the Christian 
era. The history of their arrival in India, as preserved in their 
own documents, is meagre, obscure, and unsatisfactory. Ac- 
cording to the accounts which are most worthy of credit,* it 
appears that they retreated, in the first instance, to the moun- 
tains of Khoras^n, where they continued for a hundred years ; 
that they afterwards proceeded to Hormazd, or Ormus, where 
they remained fifteen years, during which they prepared several 
vessels intended for facilitating their farther emigration ; that 
after finally leaving the shores of their native country, they first 
landed in Diva, or Dieu, a small island to the south-west of the 
peninsula of Gujarat, where they were contented to rest for 
nineteen years, during which they acquired a knowledge of the 
Hindu languages and handicrafts; and that, on the expiry of 
that time, they removed to Sanj^n, at the southern extremity of 
the Gujarat province. 

As the Pdrsis approached Sanjan, a great storm is said to 
have arisen, which inspired the crews of their vessels with the 
greatest terror, and led them to present their supplications to 
some of the principal objects of their religious worship. They 
addressed themselves, in particular, to the Izad Behr^m, and 
vowed, that if they escaped destruction, they would hold him 
in special remembrance, guard his sacred fire, and honour the 
days devoted to his service. They were permitted to reach the 
creek in safety ; and some of their principal men, lost no 

^ Of these, the most important is the Ki$8e-Sanj6n. 



time in entering on negociations willi Jade (Jayiideva ?) RSnS.l 
ihe prince of the place, as In the terms of iheir landing, andl 
residing within his territories. Four of their Mobeds were in-« 
troduced iulo the toyal presence; and they declared thai iheyl 
were exiles from Persia on account of their religion. Wheal 
they were interrogated on the principles of their faith, theyj 
requested a few days for deliberation ; and on their expiry, ihej] 
came forward with sixteen shlokas. or distichs, composed in q 
corrupt Sanskrit, and which they repeated, as explanatory o 
their doctrines and practices. 

A copy of these shlokas, in the original language, is now ^ 
before me. They represent " the fair, the fearless, the valiant, I 
and ihe athletic PSrsIs," as worshippers of the Sun, and live J 
elements, and of Horraazd the chief of the angels ;• ; 
customed to observe silence in seven situations, viz. bathing, I 
contemplating the divinity, making offerings to fire, eating vi&-B 
tuals, and performing other functions of nature ; as using f 
cense, perfumes, and flowers in their religious services; 
worshippers of the cow ; as adorning themselves with sacrecB 
garments ;f as rejoicing in the song, and instruments of musicjl 
on the occasion of their marriages; as ornamenting and pef'J 
fuming their wives ; as liberid in their charities, and particu4 
larly in excavating tanks and wells ; as having, women a 
as men, the common sympathies of humanity ; as practisind 
ablutions with gomulra, one of the products of the cow ; 
wearing the /custl, or sacred girdle, when praying, and eatingjl 
as feeding tlie sacred flume with odoriferous wood ; as practiaJ 
ing devotion, five times a-day ; as scrupulous observers of coii-j 
jugal fidelity, and purity; as regardful of annual religious c 
monies iu behalf of their ancestors; as placing great restrain tJ 
on their women after their confinement ; and as forming a higm 
estimate of the benefits of their religious observances. 
remarkable iKat the shlokas make no reference to the religious 1 
books of the Parsts, and the peculiar custom of exposing the ] 
dead in their dukhmalis, or " towers of silence," to be devoured J 
by vultures, or reduced to corruption by the influence of the I 
atmosphere Their allusion to tonka and wells, and general I 

■Chief (.r the SuTng, in SnnEiirit. 
t Bpe tiotp.p. 48 of thi» Semion. 



utrity, uid to some Hindu rites, seems to intimate an origin 
Inch later ihaii the arrival of the Zoroastriana in Gujarat 
[ JSdfe R^nS, on hearing the expositions of the Mobeds, gave 
iiiHsion to the PSrais lo settle in his territories, on the condi- 
a that they should cease to wear armour ; agree to nse the 
toguage of the country' in the common affairs of life; modify 
[hedrens of their women, to suit the notipnsoftho Ilindfjs; and 
celebrate their marriages at night, according to the Hindci cus- 
tom. They multiplied, and became powerful, under the fa- 
vour which they received from him, and his successors. Mind- 
tal of the TOW which they had made in danger, they embraced 
1 early opportunity of establishing in royal dignity, llie fire of 
kfiehr^m, to which they attributed their safety and success. 

The aeltJement of the Parsis at Sanjan, is said to have re- 
iDained in a consolidated state for about three hundred years, 
[ the expiry of which it sent fonli some colonists to KUam- 
iSyat, Baroch, Ukaleshwar, Vnriao, NausSri, and other places 
1 the northward, Its history is a complete blank, from 
3 date, till the attempt made against the part of the country 
1 which it is situated by Sulian Mahmud BegadSi, about the 
1507, when it greatly aided the Hindd prince in bis de- 
jnce, and cooseqneutly Buffered much from the troops of the 
[ohmnmadan. At tliis time, the sacred fire was carried into 
■ jungles of WasnndS, and when the danger was past, it was 
tnbved to NausSri, at the expeuce of two opulent Zoroas- 

Thc PSrsis ill Western India now amount to about 50,000 
Of these, according to a census made about tive years 
, Qy,l>*4 are resident in Bombay. In the collectorate of 
c Northern Konkan, there are 1451." There are about 200 
1 Daman. About fifteen years ago, 10,507 dwell in the town 
f of Sural; hut the number there is now understood lo be verj 
considerably reduced, Most of the remainder, are lo be found 
u (he norlhem, and southern parts of the Sural collectorate, 
tnd particularly in Baroch, t and its neighbourhood, and BaisSt 

• Stilemnnt rtirniihod lo tlic author, hy Mr. D. Davidiioii, C. S. 

'rch, IS(9. ThMe it onlyone family now rsBidonl Id Snnjiii. 
1TI.C Pirti popiilnLnn of Burofh, amounted, in 183-1, to aOKt, itccur J. 
■ioaUblcprescDtciJ tomcbj'Mr. Rirklaitil. 



and Naus^rf. There are some in the Ahmad^b^d coliectorate, 
and a few families at most of the different military statious, 
both in the company's territories in the Bombay Presidency, 
and in those of the native princes. A few adventurers are 
more widely scattered. Though not a numerous body, the 
P^rsls have great influence wherever "they reside. In Bom- 
bay, many of theiid ar^ merchants, bankers, ship-builders, bro- 
kers, shop-keepers, contractors, and mechanics, whose connex- 
ions are very extensive. In the districts, they principally devote 
themselves to agriculture, and the drawing of palm-wine. 

The authoritative foundation of the P^rsi faith is the VencU" 
dad. It consists of a dialogue in the Zand language, said to have 
been conducted between Zarthosht, or Zoroaster, and the god 
Hormazd, and to form the twentieth nosk, the only part which 
remains, of the Zand-Avast^. Along with the principal li- 
turgical works which accord with it, it was translated into 
French by Anquetil du Perron, and published by him at Paris, 
in 1771. Several references are made to it in the following ser- 
mon ; and its demerits, in a religious point of view, I have dis- 
cussed in a separate pamphlet.* 

The most important of the P^rsi liturgical works is the 
Izashne, It is divided into seventy-two Hds^ which are princi- 
pally occupied with the simple adoration and recognition of the 
different objects of worship, addressed by the followers of Zoro- 
aster. It forms the subject of a most elaborate and learned 
commentary, of which two volumes have appeared,f by M. Eu- 
gene Burnouf, the distinguished professor of Sanskrit in the 
university of Paris. 

The Visparad, which is recited along with the Izashne, is 
not dissimilar to it in character. It is divided into twenty- 
three Kardas. The lashtSy Nedeshes, Patcts and Sirozes^ 
are the other devotional works, which exist in the Zand langu- 
age. The two former, with a few additional occasional pray- 
ers, compose the volume entitled the Khurdah-Avastd, which is 
in common use among the Parsi laymen.f The most celebrated 

* Lecture on the Vendidad Sade of the Parsis. 
t Commentaire sur Ya^na, Paris, 1833, &c. 

I The laymen arc denominated Bcdin. The priests are divided into 
three classes, — the Dasturs, or expositors of the law, the Mobcds^ who read 



of tjie PaWts, or peiiilentia] prayers, is that denomiuated the 
Ir&ni. Tile greaier and less Siroste contain short salutations, 
priticipall}! of (he Ainslmspands and Izads, or archangels and 
niigcis, for every day of the monlfi. It is correctly rcmaTked 
hj Mr. Erskine, in his ahle and interesting account of iho 
EBcred IfOOkd and religion of the P^rsis,* that their liturgical 
wfftkfl are "filled with repetitions, heyond even tKe usual li- 
cence of such compositions," This would appear, however, to 
lie reckoTie<I a matter of no consequence, os they are offered 
u|) in a language which none of their numher, except a few of 
F the priests, in any degree understand. 
Tlie BuniUnhnf, or Bundcheth, i 
bal acconnt of the PSrsi cosmogony, ( 
in the Pehlavi, hoi it does not profess t 
antiquity. Its authority is on the wane ainon 
Kns in India, tliough there are still many who v 
^ttlc short of those of insplration.f 
t 'fbe ArMi-Viraf-Nnmah contains the visions of Ardii Vi- 
itif, conuec ted with the Pars! heavens and hells. It exists in 
Persiun, and was loosely translated into English by Mr. J. A. 
^pe, in f Bf S. It JH gaid to hure heen coiui)used tn the days of 
ftrdcshir DahcgSn, to supply the want of the Zand hooks destroy 
I by Alexander the deal. It is remarkably curious and 



a digested, and origi- 
id theology, It is found 
be a work iif any great 
: among the Zoroastri- 
claims as 



e VcDiliilM and liturgic*, and p*rfOTm the sacred rites in the tcmplns, 
1 tiie llerbutle, who Bwtep the tcmpUs, and act u nssistuits tu the 

I • Traneitetions nf the Lilernry Society of Bonibny, vol. 11. 

I A dcfeiicr of tliia work. OgBtnat aonie onimBdversiotiB by n P&rni, 

|rh>rli lisii DpjH'sred in one of the native news papers, was published in 

I , by Distur Edil DhUt. Hia antagonist, after qnoling siimc of ila 

il nbauril passage*, observed in reply, " Beaidea lliis, in Ptury page 

,d jiaragrapb of this aaine Bnnd^lmi, lliere Bre a thousand Bubjcets, 

MU with fargrosacr Btnpidlly,by reading and liearing wliich we our- 

■a incut damnalion, for in this book, a lliouannd blasphemies again Bt 

IT Cffatot, and rtescrver of both worlds appear, . , , For the peraon who 

:iiita tliat tl^c Bundtslin^ ia a, hook of religion, there will lie no escape 

liell before tlie day of the resurrection-." {Otimlal Christian X/irr- 

OT, vol. II. p.4!£i} 1 endeavanred, on this occasiaD, Lanbaw llial many 

icily (iniilur to tliow: oliji'tti'd tu, ulcui in the VtiididKil. 
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fJkikf ^ icm en^ima ni die vezano. 4C 



sofi cflOBBeBiEi, iiCBB z 2rc9C ae^ id die jpntH^f li 




Ib die Mbnmm^ nenatm, I &av«r i^exieii ts tfe 
fifiiri 4^ die F^cais^ prmapofly «» iwafcii <^ cteir 
boiilts. I an »nre tfcac a. greac lari e ti a^p am 

I6aM a» aosCe poaaa 

«f tradi baiie le^ae 
to 6sp4sei^ 

fke IjKof May bsc wtaa Dbai^eebhOT 
%* ]mvifu, ^ a Far^ joatk of great promiae* was^ ia tfe prcseace 
<»f iaadfcrcAi of ks ooaacmaea. iMpcmd W ae* ia^e 





cimrek a few dajs a&flnranb^pablidT reaoaaced kb coaaexMa 
aitli the laitk of Zoroa^er: aad pardr^ oa tke ckiee of the 
proeeeiiiags adioipced a^axn^ ne ia the SofireBe Coart of Jitd»- 
catore ia Bombaj, throa^ the iastniBteatalitT of sose of the 
F^ni9 &fihas place, whose iadigiiatioe wasgreadj excited whea 
thej frmnd their £uth for the irst time deacfted in their owa 
dajy and the ^pintoal control of their caste set at defiance, and 
when the rage of thek>west orders of their tribe, inflamed bj in- 
fluences which I need not particolarize, threatened to find no 
hfmnds, except in the serioos injorj, if not the destruction, 
f4 those who were innocently its objects.* An account of the 

* My knowledge of the cbancter of certun «^ the Parsk, led me aK 
mngi to Anticipate the disturbance which actnallj occoned. On the 1st 
of If orember last, six monihs befbve the baptisms, I wrote thus to the 
tier. Dr. Branton, the Conrener of the General Assembly's Committee 
on fifteign Missions : — *> ifken an open step u takcm, tkert will k€ m ^rMU 
commotion among tkt Zorotutrians." • 
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conversion of the youths, taken principally from the affidavits 
read in Court, will be found in the appendix. A full report of 
the legal proceedings, the issue of which fully sustained the in- 
terests of religious liberty, and other documents connected with \ 
their case, are contained in the Oriental Christian Spectator for \ 
June last. i 

The general principles which I have propounded in this dis- 
course, I am ready to defend against all assaults. I trust that \ 
in maintaining them, in this instance, I have been actuated by 
that sacred love to the P^rsi tribe, which becomes the messenger 
of the Gospel of Jesus, earnestly seeking to promote their eternal 
welfare, and that nothing has been advanced by me in a spirit ' 
calculated to offend the feelings of any candid inquirer. 
If I have kept my own countrymen in view, in any observations 
which I have made, and explanations which I have offered, 
it has been in the hope that they will give me, and my fellow- 
labourers, more of their sympathy and prayers in the great 
work in which we are engaged connected with the scattered ' 
children of Elam, to whose conversion, both on its own account, 
and the influence which it is fitted to have on the numerous ; 
tribes around us, we attribute the greatest importance. « 

J. W. 



Bombay, 20th August, 1839. 



SERMON. 



lam Jehovah, and there is none else, there is no God 
beside me : I girded thee, though thou hast not known 

me I form the light, and create darkness : I make 

peace, and create evil: I Jehovah do all these things. 
Drop dawn, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour 
dotvn righteousness : let the earth open, and let th£m bring 
forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together ; 
I Jehovah have created it. Isaiah^ xlv. 5, 1, 8. 

The captivities of the Jews, recorded in the Old Testa- 
ment, were instrumental, in some degree, in instructing the 
inhabitants of ancient Persia in the doctrine and providence 
of Jehovah, if not in the " expectation of Israel " respect- 
ing the advent and redemption of the Messiah. It is not 
improbable, that from that distant country, the great seat of 
the worship of the " heavenly host," came the wise men to 
Jerusalem, who said, "Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews ? for we have seen his star in the East, and are come 
to worship him," * and, who when arrived at the place of 
his humble birth, presented to him their homage, and the 
tokens of their affection and reverence ; and it is not im- 
possible that their reports of what they had seen and heard, 
may have awakened the curiosity and inquiry of some of 

• Mathew, ii, 2. 
2 
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their coantfrroen. When the apostles were filled irith the 
Holy Ghost, on the pentecost immediatelT succeeding the 
cmcifixion and resurrection of Christ from the dead, there 
were *- Parthians. and Medes. and Elamites '* * dwelling at 
Jerusalem, who witnessed the miraculous efiects which fol- 
lowed, and who might afterwards testify respecting them in 
their native land, to the furtherance c^ the Christian cause. 
Be the fact, however, in these cases, as it may. there can- 
not be a doubt, that our hcdy &ith was early brought into 
contact with the region c^ Zoroaster ; and that its triumphs 
among the votaries of that system of error, though httle re- 
garded by the church in our day, have been very distin- 
guished. It is the consistent testimony of antiquity, that 
several of the apostles of our Lord and their immediate 
disciples, announced its glad tidings in the land of Persia ; 
and that their evangelical labours were foOowed by very 
considerable success.t According to Orosius and Baronius, 

• Acts, ii, 9. 

f Some of the aathorities are mentioned by Fabricios (Lux Evan- 
gelii, voL 4. p. 633). The following passage of Assemani (Biblio- 
tbeca Orien talis Clementino-Vaticana, p. 3, 4,) gives a sum of the 
testimonies on this subject. "• Thomam enim et Thaddxam Syrorom 
Chaldsoramqae apostolos foisse, non Syri tantom, sed et Gneci Latin- 
iqoe omnes affirmairt. .... Matthaeam ver6 ^thiopibos primuro, de- 
inde Partbis, Persis, Medisque praedicasse, affinnant Sanctas Ambro- 
sios (Psalm. 45), Paulinus (Cann. 26.), et Menaea Gneca (16. Novemb*). 
Bartholomsum qaoque in India, sen Arabia Felice, nee non in Perside 
et Armenia fidem Christi nanciasse, ex Eosebio (Lib. 5. cap. 10), 
Sophronio (Cap. 7), Theodoro Studita ( Anct Tom. 3. pag. 497), Niceto 
(Auct. Tom. 3, pag. 395.), Nicephoro (Lib. 2. cap. 39), Grxcisque 
Mensis (11 Jun.) ostendit Tellemontius. Idem ex Fortunato (Tom. 1. 
par. 3), Nicephoro (Lib 2. cap. 30), pseudo-Abdia (Lib. 6.), et Be- 
da (Retract, in Act. A post.) enarrat, Jodam Jacobi sen Lebaeum, alias 
Thaddsum, ab Adceo qaidem sen Thaddseo discipulo diversum, Ara- 
bia, SyriaB, Mesopotamisque populos docuisse, deinde in Persidem 
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Belena, ihe queen of Adjabena, was converted to the reli- 
gion of the cross about the forty-sixth year of our era.* 
The Roman Martyrology, under the nineteenth of January, 
mentions a noble Persian named Marius, who, with his wife 
ind children, suffered for tlie name of Christ, about seven 
lyears later. The same work, under the lliirteenth of July, 
refers to two Persians, Abdon and Sennen, who glorified 
God in a similar manner, under Decius, about the year 250. 
1 the reign of the first Hormazd, who came to the throne 
) the year 302, a Ma^an priest of great learning embraced 
Christianity, and powerfully laboured for its establialiment 
and extension. With reference to his interesting case, the 
principal Armenian clergy, in the middle of the fifth centu- 
|fy, thus addressed Mihrnerseh the prime minister of Persia : 
:* Wc call to mind that in former times one of the Mog- 
>eds (Mobeds), who was very learned in your doctrine, and 
whom you held to be something more than man, did be- 
lieve in the God of life, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
And that he disproved and anniliiluted every word of your 
jctrine. Itlieing found that nothing could be done a- 
inst him by reasoning, he was stoned by king Vormist. 
■Uiouldat thou be now really wishful to know our principles, 
s books are to be found in all parts of your country : read, 
uid learn from them."t That Chrislianily, at the com- 



renisse ibique cum Simons Csnui^o caronatum TuiBsc. Petrum den- 
6 ApoBtolorum ptiacipem Syrinia et Meeopotamiam pcrcurrisse, 
eiibont Met«pljrwitU9 (Sur. 20. Jim.), Ernsmus (In I. Petr. c. 5), Pe- 
bisUe Marcn (Do concord- lib. a cap, 1), Dmaius (Critic, sncror. 
t*. p-171), ctBa8nKgiuB(Tum. 1. Anna), ad ann. iO. d. 37). 
Wlna statement ia fullowed by a <]uotation in fiill of the Syrian and 
Jholda'an leetinioiiiee, which an.' on the wliole very aati^faolory- 

' Assouiaiu, p. 'M. 
I f The llietury ul' V;iiui)iUi(i <jf dio fuliijiou!i ivun ul'tbc rc]»mii« 
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mencement of the fourth century, had greatly extended it- 
self in Khorasan and Transoxiana, is clearly certified by 
the Syrian chronicles.* About the same time, the Arme- 
nian nation having been converted to Christianity, its influ- 
ence began to advance the Christianization of the neighbour- 
ing Persia.J Eusebius mentions the delight with which 
Constantine heard of the existence in his day of many 
churches in Persia with " myriads " of professors who fre- 
quented them,<5> and presents us with a letter which the 
Roman emperor addressed on their behalf to the second 
Sh^hpur.f Persia sent her representative to the Council 

and Armenians, Chapter II. Mr* Neumann, the learned translator of 
this work from the Armenian, says, " The fact here related is entirely 
new, and I have in vain soaght for more precise information on the 
subject" I submit that the following passage of Fabricii (Lux. Evan- 
gel ii, p. 634) refers to it* " Eodem tempore sapiens Persa, qui libros 
multos composuit ad confirmandam Religionem Christianam et infor- 
mandas opiniones Magorum, celebratur ab Gregorio Abulpharajio, in 
historia Dynastiarum p. 87." This notice is given in the ipsissimis ver- 
bis of Pocock^s translation of Abulgharajius. 

* Assemani, vol. 4, p 477. 

X Gregory the Enlightener was, at Cesarea, "consecrated arch- 
bishop of Armenia, by Leondius the metropolitan, in the year of our 
Lord 302. On his return to Armenia, he baptized the whole nation, 
with King Tiridates, to whom he gave the Christian name of Joannes." 
AvdaWs translation of Chamick^s History of Armenia, vol. 1. p. 162. 
The influence of the Armenians on the conversion of the Persians, 
is mentioned by Sozomen, Lib. 2* cap. 8. 

'^ HvOofievog ye toi irapa t(^ WzgaCxv yivet TrXriOieLV rag 
Tov Gtov E'icKX?j<Ttac> \aovg te fivpiavSpovg raig Xpitrrov 
TToifivaig ivaye\aZe(T0ai^ k. r. A. De Vita Constantini lib. 4, 
cap. 8. 

t Log. supra cit. cap. 13. Sozomen (lib. 2, cap. 15.) represents Con- 
stantine as dissuading Shahpur from persecuting the Christians. Va- 
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\ Nice, which was liold in the yeai ^25. * Iler Cliristian- 
f at this lime was of no mean cliaracter, if we may form 
I: jiiilgmenl tVoni the trials whicli it endured, for il stood 
B brunt of several most grievous persecutions. On three 
ftveral occasions, the second Shahpur turned liis arms a- 
gainst that part of his subjects whicli acknowledged its heav- 
enly origin ; and great was the havoc which he wrought 
among them. " His last persecution," says Mosheim, " was 
3 most cruel and destructive of the three ; it carried off 
I incredible number of Christians, having commenced in 
he year 330, and ceased only in 370 " J Of these attempts 
i destroy the church, some most interesting and aiTecting 
e given by Sozomen. which well illustrate the pow- 
I of divine grace, and the strcngtli of the Christian cause. 
Vg read, in this historian, of heavy fines having been 
iflicted on the professors of the gospel ; of Simeon the 
archbishop of Seleucia and Ctesiphon, who, when brought 
before the king refused to adore the sun, though the at- 
tempt was made to allure him by the most liberal promises, 
r 4nd to frighten him into obedienca by atrocious threats di< 
Liected against the whole Christian society, and who after 
iritnessing the death, on a single day, of a hundred minis- 
^8 of the divine word, whom he encouraged to constan- 
f by declaring that " the highest and moat blessed of all 
] works is to meet death for the sake of God," was 

18 notea (p. 1C7), howeveri justly iofers from Llie silence v{ 
Euecbiua on ibit suLijecl, and ntber circumstances, lliat the persecution 
iiiid not ImguQ Ht llie time referreil to- 

* luter p»tres Nicainos nnno Chrisli 325, subacripsil Concilio fEcix- 
iiienico Jontines Per«idi8EpiHCopiiB(Lubb. CoDcil. torn 2. p. 53), qui 
■pud GolaaLUm Cyxicenum (torn. cil. p. 337 et 2ii7) Ecclulut in (o(« 
Ptrtia, et magna Indiu repiKseata^c rlicilur. .ititmani, voL 4, p, 36- 
I 1 Ecclei. Hiel. Cent. t. [mrl li. eliaj). I. 
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himself cruelly slaughtered ; of Usthazanes, a eunuch and 
preceptor of the king, who, though in the first instance 
he had on one occasion conformed to idolatry, in opposi- 
tion to the dictates of his conscience, joyfully took liis 
place among the martyrs to the truth ; of Pusices tlie over- 
seer of the king's artificers, who, for addressing the words 
of heavenly consolation to some of his fellow-believers 
whose sufferings had aroused his compassion, had an inci- 
sion made in his neck, and his tongue cruelly out-rooted, 
and had thus his earthly existence terminated ; of the daugh- 
ter of Pusices, who was murdered at the same time ; of an 
" immense multitude " of Christians, who, in different towns 
and villages, were dragged from their concealment by the 
Mobeds, and destroyed by the sword ; of a virgin named 
Tarbula, who was innocently condemned and sawn asun- 
der, and the quarters of whose body were afterwards sus- 
pended on stakes ; of several persons who were scourged 
and lacerated in the most cruel manner ; and of twenty- 
four bishops, whose names are enumerated, and of sixteen 
thousand noble Persians, who besides many other persons 
of the middle and lower ranks of life, were called to sur- 
render their lives for their Divine master.* After these a- 
trocities were committed, and in the commencement of 
the reign of Yazdejard, the royal favour seems providen- 
tially to have been extended for a short period to the Chris- 
tian church. Maruthas, the bishop of Mesopotamia, having 

* Sozomen. lib. 2, cap 9 — 14. An abridgment of the passage to 
which I have now referred, is given by Fox, in his Martyrology. It 
requires, however, to be compared with the original, as it is in some 
particulars erroneous. No person who peruses the narrative of So- 
zomen, can agree with Mosheim, when he represents the horrid perse- 
cution as aiisiug more from the suspicion of treasonable designs, than 
from hatred to the name of Christ. 
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been sent on an embassy to this sovereign by the younger 
Theodosius, in the first instance, was greatly honoured by 
him on account of his distinguished piety. The jealousy 
and superstitious fears of the Mobeds were consequently 
excited ; and they impiously concealed, beneath one of the 
fire-altars, a person who should warn the king against his 
influence. Their plot was discovered, and favours were 
multiplied upon Maruthas. He was permitted to build 
churches wherever he pleased ; and through his instrumen- 
tality the gospel was widely extended in the regions of Per- 
sia. He returned a second time on a political mission to 
the court of Yazdejard, whom he almost persuaded to em- 
brace Christianity.* The favourable impressions which he 
made upon the king appear, however, to have been after- 
wards obliterated, for Yazdejard, according to the testimony 
of Theodoret,f excited by the imprudent zeal of a bishop 
named Abda, who had overthrown a fire temple, commen- 
ced the work of persecution, which was advanced, with un- 
exampled zeal and without provocation, by his son and suc- 
cessor Veraranes, or (Behram V.). The barbarities prac- 
tised against the followers of Christ by this last mentioned 
prince, about the year 421, were unexampled for their se- 
verity ; and the heart's blood freezes at the narrative which 
has been given of them by the historian.^ Nothing but 
the power of Jehovah could have preserved his church a- 

* Socratis Hist. Eccles. lib. 8, Abul-Pharajius (Hist. Dyn. p. 91) 
says, '* Theodosius junior annos quadraginta duos imperavit. Hoc 
tempore magnus fuit Christianorum numerus in regno Persarum, et 
yalde propagalus est Christianismns operll Manithse Episcopi Miya- 
pharekinensis, qui aTheodosio juniore ad Persas missus est." 

f Eccles. Hist, lib* xi. cap. 39. 

t Theodoret. in loc. supra cit 
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midst the assaults which it experienced from the ^' court 
of hell " ; and that power did not fail to be exercised on 
its behalf. With reference to this subject, Leont, an Arme- 
nian priest, could make this striking appeal : — ^'I have heard 
from my predecessors, that, in the days of the king of 
kings, Shapuh (Shahpur) IL when this doctrine began 
to spread itself throughout the land, and filled the whole 
kingdom of Persia, and thence the countries towards the 
east, that in those days the teachers of our faith instigated 
the king to issue a rigorous order for the silencing of 
Christianity, lest the belief of the M.agi should be wholly 
extinguished. The more, however, he sought to check it, 
the more and more did this doctrine diffuse and increase. 
It came into the land of the Kushanians, and thence it 
spread itself south even to the Indies ; and the Christians 
were so fearless and bold in the land of Persia, that they e- 
ven built themselves churches in all the cities of the king- 
dom, which were distinguished by royal castles. They built 
chapels, which they endowed in the same manner as the 

churches No where could any means be made effectual 

against them. They continually increased and spread, and 
grew to a great power. The cause of this extraordinary 
success we know not ; but we see the fact that all the world 
is conforming to this new doctrine." * Yazdejard the se- 
cond, who was addressed in this language, in the year 450, 
proved, like many of his predecessors a violent enemy of 
the truth ; but he also was unable to banish it from his do- 
minions. After opposing the church for many years, by 
an armed force, he at length conferred upon it many dis- 
tinguished privileges ; and, to use the word of the Arme- 
nian history, " granted unbounded freedom in matters of 

* History of Vartan by Elisfleus, p. 30. 
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ief."** Affiiirs remained nearly in this state till iliedays 
if die wretched Cliosroes (Khosru), who once more kindled 
Hames or persecution, and sought to destroy the aer- 
ita of the living God, The subsequent growing cor- 
ition of doctrine in the church, caused much ot'its ^lo- 
ry to pass away ; and the invasion of Persia by the Musal- 
iniin Khaliphs, permitted under the unsearcfiabie provi- 
dence of God, arrested the progress of tfie trulh, as well as 
punished, in just retribution, the heathen adversaries of the 
Church. 

From all which we have now sajd, it must appear evi- 
dent that great multitudes of Zoroastrians continued for 
several centuries to enter the Christian church, and to vin- 
dicate the sincerity of their faith under circumstances of 
peculiar trial. They forsook the worship of tlic elements 
if nature, for the service of Him who in the beginning 
Let there be light, and there was light," and who 
■made heaven, and the earth, and the' sea, and the foun- 
ins of waters ; " they humbly confessed and deplored 
iheir natural depravity, and innumerable actual trans- 
gressions, and renounced all confidence in the preva- 
lence, before a holy God, of their unworthy prayers, un- 
meaning ceremonies, miserable penances, defective repen- 
tance, and imperfect obedience; and they put their trust 
in that divine Saviour, who after becoming the surety and 
the substitute of his chosen people, made an atonement for 
iniquities by enduring Iheir punishment, who brought 
an everlasting ri^itcousness, through which God is just 
lie lie justifies the ungodly, and who communicates his 
irit, that the soul may be sanctified, and rendered capa- 
of contenjjilating ihc glory, and rejoicing in the grace 

• History of Vnrtan, by Eliwcue, p. Hi. 




of the Godhead. The faol is dehghtful to llic mind of eve-l 
ry true Christian, who heara of Ihe Iriiiinphs of Ihe Irtilll'l 
in the ages that are past, with a feeling of rapture akin 
that with wliich he observes its prepress in his owii day% 
who has his faith assurfd by tho history of tlte cliurch ; 
who rejoices in the consideraiion, tliat from among the fal'J 
ten family of man, lliere will uUimatcly be found a redeei 
«d multitude, which no one can number, out of every kilk 
dred, tmd country, and tongue, and nation. The fact shouM 
arouse the attention of the Parsis of tlie present daj^ 
whose fore-falliers were driven to this land by the i» 
furiated and ungodly i^eal of the followers of tlic fol 
prophet of Mecca ; and they should examine tlie elaiins c 
that system of religious faith, whicii, even when the k 
and priestly power of their nation were in direct hostility t 
it, secured the credence of, and extended its saving i 
purifying influences to, thousands and tens of thousand] 
who in the land of their fathers were once like themsdva 
Ihe worsliippers of tiie works of God, instead of the Cn 
tor himself. It should mightily encourage the belovei 
youth, who on this occasion come forward to declare t 
faith in God, and repentance toward our Lord Jesus Christ 
The descendants of the ancient Parsi converts, form no^ 
doubt a large portion of the Armenian, Georgian, Nestc 
rian, and Jacobite Christiana, who are now to be found its 
Persia and the neighbouring countries. There may 1 
instances, even in our day, of their being joined by i 
Zoroastrian in their vicinity, as in the case of the fatlw 
of a youth from Bushir now present with us in this i 
sembly. None of the Parsis, however, in any part of t 
world, so far as I am aware, have, till this occasion, enterei 
any of tlie Protestant churches. Though those of Indi 
have had much intercourse with the English, from the first I 
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''time of Ih^ visiting this western coast ; and thougli, about 
150 years ago, Mr. Lord, a pious minister at Sural, endea- 
voured to excite the sympathies of our countrymeu on their 
behalf, none of them have as yet publicly professed their 
attachment to our holy faith. Their continued infidelity, 
through so long a period, appears wonderful to many who 
have witnessed their ready adoption of much that is com- 
mendable in European manners, and the laudable enter- 

Ke, energy, and industry which th«y have shown in most 

the pursuits of life to which they have devoted tliem- 
wlves ; and I dare not, for one moment, attempt to justify 
it. I am under the necessity of saying, however, that as 
Christians we have greatly failed to dischai^e our duties in 
reference to their instruction, as well as that of many of the 
interesting tribes by wliich we are surrounded. It is only 
about twenty-four years since the firos|iel of salvation be- 
gan to be preached to the natives of this part of India ; 
and a shorter period has passed away since the Scriptures 
of truth began, even in a limited degree, to be circulated 
among them. The Hindus, who form the great body of 
the population, have naturally enough received the chief 
attention of the few who have devoted themselves to the 
work of ministering among the heathen. It was not, till 
about eight years ago, when providence led me to engage 

a discussion, which is well-known to most of you, • that 
special efforts were made for the enlightenment of the 

■sis of this city ; and it was not till the establishment of 
General Assembly's Institution in 1835, the situation 

I arrangements of which invited their attention, that 
their youth were introduced, in any considerable numbers, 
into any seminaries in which the doctrine of Christ is fiee- 
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ly and fully taiiglit. We liave mucli to niiswer for our n 
lect of llieni ; and In tiie interesting circumstances in whid 
we are now useemblcd, we have great occasion to pra 
that God who condescends to impart tiis blessing to thj 
feeblest efibrts, and great encouragement to [teraevere a 
alKiund m our work of faith, and labour of love, 
the hope of contributing, in some degree, to J'orwaM 
the happy movement which has been begun, and whic] 
we trust, will not terminate till " the outcasts of Elam," 
in this place, are all brought into the fold of the goc 
shepherd, I would affectionately direct your attention to ti 
words of Jehovah, whicli I have read in your hearing, a 
which, through the moutli of the prophet Isaiah, v 
ginally spoken to Cyrus, the king of the Medes and Fed 
siana, about a hundred and sixty years before his appeal 
ance on the scene of his kingly greatness. They convea 
instruction suited to all the sons of men, but especially t 
the devotees of the Persian faith, which, though greatla 
modified in many of its rites and ceremonies, remains, 
far as its essential principles are concerned, nearly in thd 
same state in which it was in the days of him to whom IheM 
were addressed. AH the clauses of the verses before uaM 
are pregnant with meaning of the most solemn import ; ojuS 
even though some repetition be unavoidable, we shall con- 
sider each of them in its order, 

I. The speaker calls upon us to recognize him as tlie 
self-existent, eternal, independent, and unchangeable Goi 
" / am Jehovah" is his express announcement. 

This introduction is in harmony witli the other passa 
of holy writ, which refer to the manner of the divine exis-l 
lence,' in kugtiage at once the most precise and sublime, f 

' Jeremiah, xlix, 36. 
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anS^liich we find God saying, " I Jehovah, the firsl, and 
Willi iho last ; I am He ;"* " I ani Jehovah, 1 change not ;"| 
■' I am Jehovah ; thai ia my name : and my glory will I nol 
, give unto another ;'' X i^nd which should constrain us to say, 
" The Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and an 
nrcrlaBting Kiiig."|| Aa consistent, even with ttie dictates of 
Htturol religion, it should strike upon the ears of the Parsis, 
ike the voice of thunder, and should make tliem fall pros- 
[Ble in the dust of humiliation before Him who is its au- 
As far as they follow the system of belief which lljey 
rofes«, they do not recc^nize the self-existent being, as 
the supreme object of worship, nor scarcely as an object of 
worship at all. They conceive of liim, as Time without 
tounds,'^ as undefined primeval liglit, as destitute of quali- 
I, and OS absorbed in his own essence. Hormazd, whom 
ley consider as his greatest active product,** tliey view as 
lliD highest object of their regard, reverence, and worslu]) ; 
and to him tlicy ascribe the names, titles, and attributes of 
God, tt while at the same time, they refer to him as merely 
Uie " chief of tlie Amshaapands," or archangels, and associ- 
ate him with his compeers, Bahman, Ardebehist, Sharavar, 
SpandarmM, Khurdad, and Amardad, Xt ^ho are said to 



■ tatiish, 111, 4. f Malachi, iii,6. 

t Isaiali, xlii, 8. || Jeremiab, x, 10- 

^ The Grat mention in tiie Vendidad of Zanmn-Maran, or Time 
without BonniiB, Je in the nineteenth fargord, and be {at il) ie there on- 
ly incidentally alluded to. One of the passages in which the expres- 
eioQ occura, is translated in a subsequent note- 
** See the commenceinent or ihe Bund^ahn^- 
tt See the Vendidad, jiattim, and tiie Inal ornoriaazd,&c, 
11 Sec the iranalation, by tJio autlior, of the Gener&l Sirozi: or the 
PusiB, in the Jeuinal (No, viii.j vf the Royal Asiatic Scrciety- 




prtsidc over various departments of nature.* The fundi 
uiGiilu! truth of roligiott, then, they have yet to learn, i 
and apjtiy in their devotional and practical services. Th« 
must be considered, in the view of the claims of the Creattj 
as robbing him of tJiat honour and glory which necessarily h 
long to him, as practlsijig the sin than which none greater Ci 
be imagined, and as provoking the righteous indignation I 
Heaven. I call upon ttiem to consider the position in whifl 
tliey stand, and to mark their guilt, and their danger ; 
cherishing the deepest compassion for their immortal soal 
and entertaining the most fervent degires for their welfa 
in time and eternity, I earnestly beseech them to beware fl 
prejudice and sophistry when they attempt to form a sow 
judgment of their circumstances. Let them take 
couragement in their errors from the similarity of tha 
creed to that of the HindCis, who view the divine natui 
as essentially nirguna, or devoid of qualities, and to b 
cognized in worship only in its circumstantial manifest 
tions, and effluences ; for it can be shown that their thflfl 
rics and speculations are both inconsistent with themselvd 
and altogether destructive of the divine honour.f I v 



* Of tliese Spandarmad or ABpharmSd, ia a ftinale. In the i 
teenUi fargarU of the Vendidiid, ahe ia spoken of as Sarir Bug 
Jihiro-Maidaii (Zand), the pure daughter of Horraazd. 

f " According to the Hinild religion, Brahma [the divine entity] i 
esaentiatl; deatitule of all qu9.1ittea. Before tbe commencer 
kalpn, it is found contracted into apace bo emali in dimensioi 
ia * impenetraUo to a needle'H point,' and haa no volition, desire, ( 
consciousnes. According to a principle of unavoidatjle fatality, I 
by ft procesa which cannot be undeiEtood, Mdya, or delusion, wbid 
woB reposing in it, begins to move. Biahma becouea possessed g 
ahanhira, or self-consoiouaness. The three qualities, Saiwt, Jtq^ 
and Tanta, truth, paeeion and dacknesG, which belong to JUayo, g 
violently agitated. Brahma begins to ewell. From the Stawa GmA 



delusioi] wliich is so prevalent in iFtT 
country, that if confidence be firmly placed in any cine 
G od, it is of no great consequence ifiat crroiieoua notions 
B entertained of Lis character. He wlin has not " life in 
pself" is no God at all ; and the sin of failing to recog- 
fee that God who has life in himacir, however much it may 
be concealed, through t}ie influence of the temptations 
through which it ia produced, is almost equivalent to abso- 
lute atheism. 

II. Jehovah, in the passage before us, demands cxclu- 
e recognilion as the Divinity, " There is nmie else," be 
" Tk^re ia no God besides me." 
' The Lord not only claims supremacy among the universe 
of existences, but be demands the undivided honours of the 
Godhead. The assurances which we receive from the works 
wliich he haa created, from the system of his providential 

« jiroduced the waters, and BrEihma, or the spirit of God, as tJioir 
nt Ayaoa, or place of motion, becomes NuiSyaoB. Brahma places 
in the w&tera h productive seed, wiijch becomes bo Egg, bright us gold. 
Thia egg is brooded on fof a wliole ye»r of Ilia Creator. Urnbrna is 
born from it in the fonn of Brnluna. When divided, It rorma the beaven 
al>ove, and the earth benentb. How all thia came about, or nhnt next 
followed, no peraon can tell, on account of the conllictmg Binleroenls 
of the BliHstma. All objecti, however, are declared to have been 
Bpun out from God, as the web from the spiJer, or to he meri>ly hia ex- 
pansion. They are not withstanding all ililusor;. They only exist 
while God ia awake. The night of hia repose must como on. tic 
must forget himself, contract, and return to nothlngneas. All things 
are absorbed, and then he placidly alumbera, till such time as neces- 
sity obliges bioi to go tlirongh the aame process as has now been 
briefly described. 

" An account of the Godhead such aa tbat which is given in the 
Hindfi Shastms, is painful in the extreme. That Being wiiom NarS- 
yana Rio f a Brahman controversialist ] describes as the supreme 
Lord, is moved only by a blind and absurd fatality, which he has 
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administration, and from the testimony of his word, of I 
unity of his nature, ought to banish from our minds 1 
fili^tcat imagination of his having any e([nnl, or a 
He is not an imbodimcnt of a portion of a divine princtB 
whose essence is lo l)e found in various degrees and sUi 
of composition, in other beings which demtind our rew 
ence ; for he is tlie omnipreaenl Spirit, who without sept 
tion of parts " fills heaven and earth."* The creation, in! 
il3 extent, ia the effect of hia omnipotent word, and not 1 
expansion of hia own substance; for in the beginning,! 
" spake and it was done, lie commanded and it stood faslJ^ 
His sovereignty is irreaatible : for " he doeth accoi 
to his will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhd 
tantsof the earth ; and none can stay liis hand, or say uH 
him, What doest thou.";!: There is an immeasurable dista 
between Him wlio is the great Creator, and tlie works 9 

neither the will nor the power to conLrol. He who ia declored U 
'innautable' is the most changeable being, both in regard tg his fl 
tare and oper&tions, who can be imagined. He who is deacribed 
'eternal,' may be said, in reference to every one of his aUribules, tt 
have beginning, middle, and end. He who is spoken of as ' 
present,' is limited in hia hulk by existing objects. He who i 
racterized as 'imperceptible aod iodeacribable in his form,' has 
form. He who is oxtolled as ' omniscient,' frequently knows n( 
trndunderstandsnotlting, a.nd is not even conscious of his own 
He who ia described as the ' almighty,' has no (rawer but in delusion. 
He who is spoken of as 'holy,' is also passionate and foul. He 
nhois praised oa 'omniclement,' hasno being but himself on whom 
to exercise his mercy- He who ia declared to be 'omnificenl,' mere- 
ly sleepB, awakes, expanifc, and contracts. Who can contemplate 
tliis reproach of God without the utmost horror? Its einfulnese cannot 
be described." Second Erpasure qf Hinduism, pp. 31—33. The P&B 
notions of ZaruSn-Jlkaraii, are not very dissimilar to those of tlie Hii 
dQs Tespecting Brahma, which 1 have stated in the above passage.l 



* Jeremiah, ixiii, 24. f Psalm, k 



I Daniel, i 
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his power, however great and glorious they may be in the 
various endowments which he may have conferred upon 
them, and the duties which he may have called them to 
perform ; and such of the attributes of his own nature as 
are marked by infinity, cannot be possessed by any who are 
dependent upon him for their existence and preservation. 
Even that excellence which the highest principalities and 
powers in heavenly places, are capable of possessing, and 
which they do possess, is a limited and derived excellence, 
and they must praise God for its communication ; and in- 
stead of being set forth as objects of worship, they must 
themselves engage in the most humble adoration, as they 
are represented in Scripture as doing, when they " fall down 
before the throne on their faces and worship God, saying 
Amen : blessing and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honor, and power, and might be unto our God for ever 
and ever."* Were they in audible communication with the 
human race, their injunction to every individual of it, would 
be like that of the Saviour of men, " Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve."f Forgetful of 
these indubitable principles, and incontrovertible facts, the 
Parsis, according to what I trust will soon appear to them to 
be merely their own fancy, and their " vain conversation, re- 
ceived by tradition from their fathers," have made to them- 
selves, lords many and gods many, and divided and distri- 
buted amongst them the honours which belong to God a- 
lone. Among the objects of their worship, they recognize 
the seven Amshaspands, to whom we have already alluded, 
and to whom the seven first days of the month are sacred ; 
a multitude of Izads, to the chief of whom, Depadar, A- 
dar, Awan, Khurshed, Muhu, Tir, Ghosh, Depmeher, Me- 

' Revelation, vii, 12. f Mattli, iv, 10. 
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her (Mithm), Serosli, Raslni^', Forvaniin, Behram, R;'« 
Govail (Vail), Deli-dlii, Din, Aslmsang. Ashtiwl, A'ai 
Zamitiil, Malinr^apand, and Anir^n, the remaining days e 
the montliB are Racred, and lo whom they ascribe the ptet 
denco over varioue localities and pursuits ; the five Qathas oi 
watches, and other divisions of time with-bounds ; Zani 
Akaran, or time wilhout-bounds ; ttte live Elements < 
nature — fire, earth.'water, air, and etiier ; the mighty Win( 
of Sajmndir ; Anagar Rochaii, or primitive light; tin 
Sun, especially at its rising and setting; the Moon, par 
ciilarly when first visible, and when at its full ; the Sta 
and particularly the Taehtar, and all the other heaven] 
botlies ; Ihe sacred firea of Behr^m, and Adiraii ; the Oceaaj 
and tlie Rivers of tlie earth ; the exalted Mountains i 
wide^preading Valleys ; the whole World on which 
dwell ; the trees, plants, and other Vegetables by which itM 
adorned, and especially the favourite Horn and its juiw 
PeraJiom ; the Flocks Etnd Herds, which are the children c 
Bahman, and particularly the sacred white bull, and all th^ 
irralional animals, terrestrial and aquatic ; f lie intelligent aw 
brave companion of man, the Dog, the great protector frot 
the assaults of devils, and which if it docs not receive the>J 
first portion of food taken into the hand at every meal, will 
oppose the passage of departed soula over the bridge of Chi. 
navad ; the bridge of Chinavad itself; the Resurrection ; Uie 
mystical word Honovar,* by which Hormazd fought against 
Ahriman ; Zarthosht, and the whole law of the Mfindiasnl f 
imparted to Zarthosht. and the holy Dasturs by whom it ia 

• The NiSsefa coromenciog with the words Yatki .Qhiiema- 
t From a Zand word signifying a irorsliipper of IlormazJ. F 

an account of ita composition, and a discuasion as to its meaning, s 

Commentaire sur le Va^na, par E. Burnouf, p. li. 
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teil ; departed Spirits, of wliom forgiveness ia entreated 
for injuries inflicted on them ; the Faruhars. or prototypes, 
of these spirits, the Faruhar and bwly and tlirono of Hor- 
niaxd himself, and all the Faruhars of all the imaginary celea- 
tiiit and terrestrial beings ; and. in short, the whoie visible 
and invisible Creation attributed to Hormazd. Though 
^y do not worship idols, the " works of men'a hands." 
more deierinined and devoted polytheists than they are, 
rfte page of history does not reveal to us ; and were it not 
ifaat they abhor what they conceive to be the evil Principle 
and his works^ and seem, in this country at least, to havo 
generally avoided the metaphysical subtleties by which 
many around us are bewildered, they might be set down as 
pantheists, both spiritual and material, mystical and practi- 
cal. 1 do not lightly bring these charges against them, for 
I am prepared to establish every one of them by an appeal 
their own reputed sacred books,* other acknowledged 



* See the I/.iBbnC, the Visparad, and the Niaeslies, which compoae 
liturgical irorke, throughout. Moat of tJie objecte of worship aie 
iliroctly oddreBsed in the H^ cf the iKnsiine, Bometitnes niarkeil No. 
71), and Bometime 71, and 73, (rh io Anqcietil da Perron), an^ commenc- 
ing ia Zand witii the woriia, PerfsaJpftarwwAiQr o«^iiu, Iff. The fol- 
lowing extinct from the ]Utli targard of tbe Vendldad, may bo token 
aa n epeciinen of the injunctions rcepectinn tlie adoration of the ult- 
jecbs onameraled, and tli^ obedicoce whieti was rendered \ij Zoroas- 
ter; "Invoke {.Vybaiand-liu-hi in Zand, padh in Gujar&thi ) O Zoro- 
aster, tbe pure l)>w of the M&zdiaaul. Invoke, O Zoroaster, llio tninn 
Amah&elipand, [ Aspnndiir who ia over tbe seven kcshvars of the earth.] 
Invoke, O Zoroaster, Llie Ihawiis khudiit (tlie aelf-given or perhaps 
God-given heaven), the ZaruAa-Maran (tiniu witliout- bounds], and 
r«u preaiding over the works on high [Veu tlie fellow-workman of 
tlic Ixad K^]. Invoke the strong tvlnil of Sapandfir, the puro 
daugbler ofHormazjI. luvoko O Zoioaater Uui fhrvkar [model of 
dxistEiiceloriQO who un Uonnaul, the gr«ittost, tltcniMteuccoaarui, 



covcry of Uio daims of jiisticp ami rnoi-cy. cfnnecled wm 
Uod's aitcieni people the Jews, and many other circumsta 
ces, were noccsaary ; and in what we can realize of them, ij 
must diHcovcr, and admire, (lic perfect foreknowledge i 
God, his unerring wisdom, his unchanging faillifuhiess, n 
fiis irresistible power. In the view of this interposition i 
God in behalf of hia people, we may enter into the spirit d 
the challenge addressed by the prophet to the votaries i 
error; — "Produce your cause, saith the Lord ; bring fort 
your strong reasons, eaitli the King of Jacob, Let the^ 
bring them forth, and show us wJiat shall happen: let tli«| 
shew the former things, what tlicy be, tlmt we may consiift 
them, and know the latter end of them ; or declare us thiD| 
for to come. Show the things which are to come hcreafta 
that we may know that ye are goda i. yea do good, or d 
evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it togethel 
Behold, yo are of nothing, and your work of nought.'? 
The case to wliicli we now refer, is a mere example ■ 
what is the general system of the providence of God. Ti^ 
providence is universal, and it is ever active, though 
workings may not always be revealed or realized. It c 
prehenda all the arrangements and distributions which a 
connected with the family of man, '• God hatli made (] 
one blood all nations of men to dwell on all the face of tl 
earth, and hath determined tlie times l)efore appointed a 
the bounds of their liabitation ; that they sliould seek thf 
Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find 1 
though he be not far from every one of us ; for in him we" 
hvc and move, and have our being." f His knowledge of 
our circumstances, is so great, that " he undcrstandeth our 
thought afar oil': "J and '' the very hairs of our beads," 

■ Isuiab, Jtli, 21— 2J. ( Acu, xvii, SW, 87. f TBalm, oxxxis, S 
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tms^ificant memlicrs, arc. by him " all numbered.'^ 
His care extctida beyoiid tlie liumaii race, aiid all its diversi- 
_tiea ; for all the cattle of the fold, all the lieasts of the forest. 
H tlie fowU of the air. and all t}ic innumerable tenants of the 
lep, wait upon him that he may give them their meat in 
i seaBoii : that he givctti them, tJjey gatlier: he U|icnct(i 
B hand, tliey are filled witli good." f " The earth is sat- 
^fied with the fruit of his works." J 'i The heavens," also, 
i* declare Ilic glory of God ; and the hrinaincnt sliowelh his 
mdy work." § "These heavens he "stretched forth 
ptloiie." II His sublime invitation to the children of men, is 
" Li/t up your eyes on high, and behold who liatli created 
these things, that hringeth out tlieu- host by number ; he call- 
[) them all by names, by the greatnetis of his might, for that 
|l is strong in powejf, not one faileth." " No magnitude, 
wever i-ast, is beyond the grasp of the Divinity :" ■' no 
iouteness, however shrunk from the notice of the human 
s beneath tlie condescension of his regard." H This is 
■ observation whicli has been greatly and justly admired. 
^t is neither more nor less, liowever, tlian a plain dedue- 
1 from propheljcal writ : — ^" Why ^yest thou, O Jacob, 
nod spcakcst, O Israel, My way is ftid from tlie Lord, and 
ny judgment is pa^ued over from my God? Uast thou 
not known? has tliou not heard, that the everkiBting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth laintelh not 
neither is weary ? there is no searching of his understand- 
ing. He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have 
no miglit he encreaseth strength. Even the youths shall 
faint and be weary, and the youiig men aJial! utterly fall : 

t Piiilni,civ, 27,38. ! I'bbIhi civ, xiii. 

I I*an]m, xix, 1. || Isaiali, .-tliviU. 

^ Chalmers's AsLioaomical Discourses. 
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But lliey that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall run 
and not be weary ; and they shall walk and not faint." * 
Passages Uke these which we have now quoted, so sublim- 
ly setting forth the majesty of the divine power, and the 
transcendant perfection of the divine knowledge, and the 
omnipresent influence of the divine care and support, must 
appear to be a strong presumptive proof of the inspiration 
of the books in which they first appeared. Men, in their 
boasted wisdom, have thought that they have exalted God, 
when they have represented him as not himself deigning to 
uphold the constitution of the universe, and to direct the 
works of his hands, and when they have attributed the 
government of the world, and the guardianship of the vari- 
ous departments of nature, to subordinate deities and pow- 
ers. While they have professed themselves in this way to 
be wise, however, they have proved themselves, by the im- 
aginations of their heart, to be fools. They have greatly 
degraded him whose kingdom is over all ; and they have 
attributed his work and providence to those who, without 
his inspection and recognition and continued support, could 
not be connected even with its humblest movements. They 
have committed great sin, and they have exposed themselves 
to great danger, by their unhallowed and presumptuous 
speculations. I desire to see all who coincide with them in 
their errors, and especially the Parsis, who have committed 
every province of nature to the care of the Izads and Am- 
shaspands, to whom we have already referred, awakened to 
a sense of the perilous situation in which they stand, and 
led, in the fulness of penitent and devotional hearts, to ex- 
claim, " Thine, O JehoVah, is the greatness, and the power, 

* Isaiah, xl, 27—31. 
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tnd the glory, and the victory, and tlie majesty ; 
is in the heaven and the earth is thine ; thine ia the king- 
dom, O Lord, and thort art exalted as head above all. Both 
riches and honour come of tliee, and thou reignest over all ; 
and in thine hand is power and might ; and in thine hand 
ih 18 to make groat, and to give strength unto all." • 
f IV. Jehovah declares himself the immediate author of 
the most glorious symbol of his own nature, by emphati- 
cally saying, ''I form the light." 

It is a peculiarily of the Bible, as a book professing to 
he divinely inspired, that it neither overlooks and depreci- 
ates the works of God, nor exalts them to ihe occupation 
of tlie tlirone of God. In reference to light, it clearly re- 
[nizes its glory, on the one hand, and represents its de- 
idence on God for its origin and continuance, on the 
ler. It was the first substance which, on the mom of crea- 
»n, was pronounced to be " good." t When God's honour 
id majesty are illustrated, he is represented as " cover- 
ing himself with light as with a garmcnt"J and as "dwelling 
in tight which no man can approach unto."|| When his 
holiness is symbolized, it is said of him, " God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all.''^- When his Incarnate Son 
is spoken of as the great prophet and teacher, he is declar- 
ed to be, " the true light"11 " the light of the world,"** and 
the " Sun of righteousness. "ff In reference to human ex- 
perience and enjoyment, it is said, " Truly Ilic light is sweel, 
and a pleasant thing it is for tlie eyes to behold the 
aun."J:t In no passage of the Bible, however, is light re- 

* 1 Clirunicl(<s,xxtx, 11,13. f Oencsi*, 1,4. | Psalm, civ, 2. 
H I Tiitwiliy, vi. Hi. ^ I inhn i, 5. IT Jolin, i, 9. 

I' Joliii viil. 12. H Maloclii. iv, a. (1 EccIpb- i., 7. 
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presented as llie subatance, or spirit of Cod. lis origin im 
expreHsly nscribed ta tlic divine volition and power, £ 
thus it in written, "God said, let there be liglu, and ihei 
was ligiil."* The celestial orbs, through whose agenq 
it is principally difTused ihrougli our system, were cre( 
in a similar manner. " God made two great lights ; 
greater light to rule the day, and Hie lesser light to rule tl 
night: he made the stars also," f 

That from the earliest ages of the world, light would be ■ 
viewed as an emblem of God, there can be little doubl. 
How that emblem became an object of worship, however, 
we have no certain inibrmation. It is not diiBcnIt to u 
derstand how men, in their proneness to overlook a sfnii 
tual God, and in their dislike to retain him in their knoi 
ledge, should confound him with a type, which iu their i 
feet of direct revelation, and in the exercise of their fond 
ed wisdom, they might prefer for themselves. Perhaps, t] 
heavenly luminaries were viewed, in the first iDstaaej 
merely as subordinate gods. " In the days of Enoa 1 
BOO of Seth," says Maimonidcs, " men fell into grievous e 
rors, and even Enos himself partook of their infatuatioi 
Their language was, that since God had placed on high the 
heavenly bodies, and used them as his ministers, it was evi- 
dently his will, that they should receive from man the same 
veneration, as the servants of a great prince justly claim 
from the subject multitude. Impressed with this notion, 
they began to build temples to the stars, to sacrifice to 
them, and to worsliip them, in tlie vain expectation, that 
they should thus jilease the Creator of all things. At first 
indeed, they did not suppose the stars to be the only deities, 
but adored in conjunction with them the Lord God Orani- 

" Genesis, i, 3, \ GoneaiB,], Ifi, 
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In ihe progress of time, however, that great an^ 
vcncnible nimic was totally forgotten ; and the whole Uu- 
nian race retaine<l no other religion, tlian the idolatrous 
worship of Uie host of heaven."* This process of dcgen- 
enicy might not be actunlly necessary to the full develope- 
rnent of the evil which became so general. When men 
had suffered the knowledge of the divine glory and spiritu- 
ality, which they had received by primitive revelation, to be- 
come obscure, they might imagine ihcsuo. from its posi- 
tion in tlic hcaveiis, and from its enlightening and vivify- 
ing powers to be really the supreme God, and tlie other 
heavenly bodies to be inferior deities. 

Bol laying aside all theories on the origin of the worship 
of the lieavenly bodies, and the light which they diDuse, 
we must now observe, that we have indubitable evidence 
that this worship, and the kindred worship of the elements, 
were early prevalent in Persia and the adjoining countries. 
Herodotus, the father of Grecian History, who wrote abont 
four hundred and fifty years before Christ, when speaking 
of the Persians says, " Their custom is to ascend the high- 
est mountains, where they perform sacrifices to Jove ; and 
ihey call by this name the whole circle of the heavens. 
They sacrifice also to the sun, to the moon, to tlie earth, 
to fire and water, and lo the winds : — to these only they 
anciently sacrificed," f This venerable writer represents 
Xerxes as praying to the sun, and he calls the moon the 
" tutelar deity of the Persians." J He notices as an act of 

' M&imoa. <ie Idololfttrin, (luolcd in Fabcr's Mysteries of tlie Cabiri, 
pp. to, II. Tbiipasange is introduced not as isdoneby Faber, aafur. 
nisbiiig a lilatorical Icalimony. for in tliia seDsc il is of little valuo, 
but aa stating a theory. 



^ Taylor's Ikrodttlue, |). 04. 
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impiety, the burning of tlie body of Aniasis by Combyei 
becaiiso "the Persians think fire to be a god," and L 
" think it wrong to offer tlic dead body of a 
god."* Xenophoii who wrote about a century later thl 
Herodotus, says of Cyrus, that lie sacrificed to Jupiter 
to tlie sun, and to the other gods, upon tlie tops of t 
mountains, as the custom of the Persians is, praying { 
this manner, " Thou our country Jupiter, and thou sUl 
and all ye other gods, accept I pray thee, these my eucha- 
ristic sacrifices," Strabo, who flourished about the Iwenty- 
fiftii year after Christ, aays, " The Persians erect neither 
statues nor aJtars ; they sacrifice in a high place ; they esteem 
the sky to be Jupiter, they worship the sun, whom they 
call Mtthra, and likewise the moon, Venus, the earth, and 
the winds, and water. They particularly sacrifice to fire, 
and water ; placing dry wood on the fire, stript of its bark, 
with fat thrown upon it. . , . If any one breathes upon it (th 
flame), or castes into it any thing dead or defiled, I 
punished with death. "f Quintus Curtius, when describi 
the march of Darius's army aays, " The fire which t 
call eternal, was carried before them on silver a 
Magi came after it singing hymns after the Persian cuslo 
three hundred and sixty-five youths clothed in scarlet I 
lowed them. "J Many other testimonies of a similar k 
could easily be produced. 

The worship of light, and of fire, and of the heavenlg 
bodies, as we have already stated, is still prevalent anior^ 
the Pfirais. So aacred in their view ia fire, that they c 
dare that it is not this clement, but a devil dwelling with 
it, which can kill a person who may be cast into it.^ From 

' Tliallu. t Strabon. Geogrnph. !ib. 15. ] Curlii. tib- iii.cap, 3... 
5 Ddlare liluraa uarcm janli va dad marod Muro-Maiduu dlcH^ 
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Ihe r^;ard which tliey bear to it, lliey uurse ilwith great 
care in their houses, and preserve it from nocturnal extinc- 
tion. They cast into it the burning wicks of lamps, when 
nearly consumed, lest they should sohtarily expire. They 
are averse to producing it by the use of flints, and arti- 
ficial ignition. They refrain from blowing upon it with 
their mouths. They refuse to allow it to be taken from 
their iiearths, and given to persons of other tribes, lest it 
should be dishonoured and polluted. They speak of it as 
the "soul of Hormand," and as " the son of Hormazd."* 

'hey collect it from various places, f and preserve it burning 
Uieir altars, by feeding it with dry and odoriferous wood. 
ley actually address it in supplication, as if it were sen- 

int, intelligent, and divine, and present, and ready, to 
bliss, assist, and deliver, a» is clearly proved by 

Horem noid jianti Jlslit vidoloi dena bandiiit varodfm bailaa naili 

(Zand). Tliia pftsd&ge, which is coDtained in liflli fargard of the 

Vendidid, is thus to be traoHlated: O dSdfir [Horoiazd], does fire kill 

a man? To Hub effect it was replied by Ilormazd, Firo doeanol kill * 

man, the devil AsCgov^ atops bis breath, aiitl Naevatar [devil] having 

stopped hia bread) cairiea it away. The Ibllowing is tlie GujarStlii 

translation givenhytbePatBUi—DdJartUatmarilnemdreek? crtve»e 

Kahiit\iQTnmjA^,&tas i'lamtnl'iaJn marto ; Jitlgovad Dcva dam bandh' 

ch ; .Varaalar h&ndhitu: Itijatth. This paaaage is preceded by a 

jar Btatement relative lo the non-drowning by water. 

One of the paasages of the Vendida J, in which it is denominateil 

" Boul of ilormazd," we have already quoted, in a former note. 

'be pasaagea in which it ia declared to ha Jikar-ht Maxilaiifolhroy 

rous, both in (he Veiiditlfid, and the liturgical worka. 

) Tbe " sacrcil" firca sro tlioae of RcAnf'nand.ffAircfn. The fomiGr 

said to be derived from 1001, and tbo latter from 7, sources. 

There are six templea in the west of India in which the Atiah Beh- 

in is to be foiiiid. One of ihesa is at Cdcpur, anolber \a at Nau- 

iri, two are al Burnt, and two are iti Bombay. The tempteB ia which 

Atiah Adai&Q is to he I'oimd, are pretty a 
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manypsmagesofUie Vendidttd.andby several oftb^ 
and Hiis of the Izaehn^, and Nitteslies, to be found in 
works estcGined aacrcd, nnd used by the Parsis i 
daily prayrirs. They treat the sun, and tlic other heaved 
bodies, ia a similar manner. They foi^l thai fire i 
light have no life, and no understanding, and no pow 
to communicate benefits, except as inatrumenls i 
(he hnmediatc direction and control of God. Wlw 
t}iey profess, aa some do independent of their scriptare 
■of which tliey are asliamcd, tlial they view them as a J 
blaA, as the Musalmuns consider MeccR , or as mere emblem 
and symbols, they act as absurdly when ihey tipeak diredj 
ly to them, as a man would do, who. instead of going I 
the governor with a petition, should go and pray to tU 
lamp which is burning on bis tabic, or to liis picture whid 
is suspended on the wall. It is no light sin of which thq 
are tims guilty, when they worship the works of God, inste 
of God himself, or even along with God himself, s 
allege. It was a command of no local and temporary ia| 
port, which Moses delivered in the name of Jehovah, who! 

he said, " Take ye therefore good heed lest thou lift i) 

thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou secst the sun, am 
the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heavoi 
shouldst be driven to worship tliera and serve them, whid 
the Lord thy God hath divided unto all nations under th| 
whole heaven."* Right was the acknowledgement am 
confession of the patrifirch, Job, " If I beheld the sun (oi 
the light) when it shincd, or the moon walking in briglitnesi 
and my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hat| 
kissed my hand, this also were an iniquity to be punished 
Ly tlie Judge ; for I should have denied the God that j| 
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above."* Dreadful was the piinisliment of ihe ain whici 
comlemn, under the Jewish tliapensalion : — "If 
there be found among ynu, witliin any of ihy gates wliivU 
Lord thy God givetli tliee, man, or woman, that hatli 
uglit wickedaess in the sight of the Lord thy God in 
magressing liis covenant, and hath gone and served other 
gods, and worBhipped them, either the sun, or moon, or 
any of the host of heaven, which I have not commanded ; 
a;nd it be told thee, and tliou hast heard of it, and Inquired 
diligently, and betiold it be true, and the thing certain tliat 
such abomination is wrought in Israel, then shalt thou bring 
forth that man or tliat woman, and shalt stone them with 
etones till they die."t Such a visitation as tliis, marks the 
heinousncss of the sio condemned ; and on tltiii account i 
direct attention to it. I need scarcely say tliat I do not 
plead for its infliction in our present circumstajices, I ad- 
I8B the free offers of the Gospel to those who confess and 
'ail it. 

V. Jehovah declares himself to be the immediate au- 
■T of what has been often viewed as the emblem of evil, 
directly saying, " I create darkness,'' 
'n this subject, we are not required to enlarge. Dark- 
is the absence of light ; and though in Scripture, as in 
it is spoken of as the emblem of death, of tlie grave, 
and of the place of eternal torment, and of the apostate 
spirits who are its inhabitants, it is nevertheless set forth as 
tlie consequence of God's creative and providential energy 
and arrangements. " Thou makest darkness," saith llie 
Psalmist, even when praising God, " and it is night."t The 
most sublime reference is made to the power e.\erted in 
producing il, by the prophet Amos, when he exclaims, " For, 

t Peiilm.civ,20- 
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lo, lie that formelh liie inoiinlains. and createtii the windf 
and deciaretii unto mail what ia \m thought, ttiat tnaket 
the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high placfl 
of the earth, The Lord, the God of Hosts i§ his name."^ 
Jehovah himself, when declaring liis own prerogative saith 
" I clothe the }ieavens with blacknesfl, and I make sackclot^ 
their covering."! When God's own unsearchableness Id 
alluded to, it is said that he " made darkness paviHons round 
about him,"j: and " clouda and darkness are round aboull 
him."^ The recurrence and continuance of darkness 
fraught willi distinguished blessings to tlic human race, ifl 
furnishing and securing that repose, rest, and relreshment] 
which independently of it could not be obtained. It is 4 
narrow and contracted view of its nature, and its relation I 
man, which has led the P&rsis to ascribe its origin to Afc 
riraan, the spirit of evil, or to speak of it as his soul, or tl 
developement of his substance. 

The error into which the P&rsis have fallen in referent 
to darkness, I may here remark, is exactly akin to n-bi 
we see in their judgment of many of the works of ( 
According to the Vendidiid, Horniazd was opposed by / 
rinian in all his works. When Hormazd created Eriniir, 
vejo II similar to Behiaht, or paradise, Ahriman produced htl 



iv, 13. f Isainh, I, 3. 
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II This IB Bupposcil to be Iran, which emliraces the countiieE o 
liiglier Aflia, nnil u-hicl] correeponds willi the Ariinaoflhe Greeks, ft J 
is one of tlie sixteen favoured places ennraeralcd in ihe first forgarJ Oi 
thi! Vendld^d, ns tlie cre&tion of Ilormazd, and which accordiug lo th^fl 
AnalysiH of the Vendidad by K.^kobaj Mlnochar, lately publiBhed, a 
IrSn, Shurik, Marva, Bokb&rS, NesSpur, IlalSb, K5hul, Orve, Gurgi^ 
or JarJ^ii,) Hermand, Sistan, Ke{, (the alleged birih-place of Zoroaa^^ 
ler) Chin, (China), Kimiftn (or Pudaakhargar), UiiidnstSii, and, KhotS 
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1 river (he gr&&\ udder, or winier ; when he created 
iglido, abundant in flcx;ks nntl nieiij Ahriman created 
, wliicli spread mortality among the flocks ; wlien he 
rested Bakhdi pure and biilliant in its colours. Ahrimaii 
Rated a muJtitudc nf ants, whicti destroyed its pavilions ; 
■hen he created any thing good, Ahriman was sure to 

, Hoir tlie jaw-breaking Zand niuiics of the sixteen localities iiave 
3 tbtiB interpreted, it is Impose'Me to umleretanJ. Yet it is on » 
ilur capricious application of tlieni by F^rsi commeotatorB, that 
ptfcren, Rhode, and some cclier learned men of Ihe continent of Gii- 
, found Iheir most weighty argumeni for the antiquity of Iho 
hndidfid- Because iJieyiiad nothing said ofthe " two chief provinces 
i Persian empire. Perils and Siieiana, nor of their capitals 
lepolis and Buja, nor of Babylon," they refer the work to a time 
to llieir existence, to the " period when Bactriana [in wliicli 
r, the Eupposird writer, is tliought to have resided] was an in- 
■pcndent monaroby, a periad anterior Co tlie very comineDccment 
If the Median empire, as related by Herodotus, ascooding beyond 
eighth century of the CiiTisUan era," or evoii to " a more 
lilcieDI epoch prior to the Assyrian Monarcliy !" (See Heenn't 
lcr«ia, under " the Constitution of the Empire.") It cannot be proved, 
t Persis and Suaiaoa ere nol included in the original Zand, the 
la of which in the case referred to, cannot in most instances, 
to directly identified with any modern localities. But even if 
the case were otherwise, it woidd not militate against the opi- 
nion of General Kennedy, and other British orientalists, that the 
Vendidad is an Indian for^ry, and the geographical JnforitiBtJon 
of which is consecjucatly to be held at u great discount. That Ibp 
Vendtd&d was arranged, if not Brst f«bricated, in tliis country, is mani- 
fest from liie pretty fmquent occurrence in it of words of an India* 
origm, and which may be easily discovered by any person conversant 
with Gujarittii. Many of the words to be found in the Zand, are merely 
the Sanskrit words current in Gujar&t, with a slight tranaposition of 
tome of the letten. But this is a subject which need ool be dis- 
cussed in this place. Intelligent Pdrsls will bear in mind, that ttie 
jueition of the antiquity of the Vendid^, is (iutte distinct from that 
Is character as a work possessing to be a divine revelation. 
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create somettiing evil.* The power thus ascribed to Ahrim 
Uiat of creation, is greitter than can be possesseil by an 
created being ; and tlie doctrine which teaches its exd 
cise, substantially promulgates the monstrous dogma of tw 
eternal principles, which though not unknown to the a 
cient Persians, is altogether unreasonable, as inconsist 
with the predominance of order, regularity, and ( 
in the system of the universe, and aliogether iropious, i 
it leaves no being of infinite perfection, whom the mind c 
man may reverence, love, adore, and serve. The chat 
ascribed to the works referred to, moreover, is totally i 
consistent with their essential nature. The winter which 
is said to have been created in E'rianc-ra Vejo, occurs ac- 
cording to the established laws of nature, connected vrith 
the declination of the poles of the earth, and the sun's 
place in the ecliptic ; and, notwithstanding certain incon- 
veniences which attend it, when the prudence of man neg- 
lects to make provision for it, it is in the highest degree 
beneficial, as it forms a diversity in the seasons, and puri- 
fies, and restores the earth and almosphere.f The flies 
and ants, which make devastations in Soghdo and Baghdi, 
bear, in their own constitution, the marks of benevolentj 
worlunanship, are happy in their own existence, have thetn 
use to man, as they consume minute but abundant impiu 
ties which could not be removed without them, and are 
only in particular circumstances actually injurious. 

VI. Jehovah declares himself to be the author both c 
peace and evil: — " I tiuike peace," he says, " and create^ 
evil." 

" Sea flrat fargard gf the VendidSd. 

f Thii fact aeeois lobe admitted even in the first fiirgard of the I 
Vendid&d. 
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Though we charge the Pikrsis, a^ in the cases to which 
we have now referred, with frequently considering what is 
essentially good to he actually evil, we can of course have 
no dispute with them as to the feet that much evil exists in 
the world. Our controversy with them refers to the nature 
[ evil, and llie arrangements under which it is produced. 
I The ancient Persians, as we have just hinted, and as is 
tell known lo every student of history, attributed good 
and evil to different authors ; and the modern Parsis assent 
to tlie general tenets which they promulgated on this sub- 
ject. The Bible teaches us, that in a most important sense 
good and evil have one origin. But in doing this, it does 
not represent God, in any degree, as the culpable author 
of sin. 

The moment that we admit that man is the lord of the 
creation of this lower world, and that he has been involved 
and continues in sin, or the transgression of the law of God, 
the existence of physical evil, under the govermnent of 
Llioly and righteous God, which is probably what is re- 
red to in our text, ia most satisfactorily accounted for. 
s neither more nor less than God's emphatic testimony 
against iniquity, the proclamation to the universe of his un- 
aulhed purity. It was sin, we must admit, which inflamed 
Jhe wratli of Goil, whose blast has consumed much of the 
^uty of this fair creation. It is sin which commissions 
e storm, and the tempest, and the hurricane, and the 
iiiquakc, lo spread devastation and woe among our race. 
1 which generates the fear, and shame, and trouble, 
and horror, and distress, and diseaee, which are everywhere 
committing llieir dreadful ravages. It is sin which shar- 
I pens the arrows of death, and sends them witli unerring 

^^^^mi into the vitals of ils victims. It is sin which hath kind- 
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led tiial tiro wliich oliall not be ({uciiclicd. but wLicli sliB 
consuirie tlie wk-ked tlirouglioul lliti endless ages of eUl 
iiity. 

SmtKi have attcin}>le<i to raotlily lliis view of physii 
evil, by maintainijig that its ruvugce are not diijcriminRtiif 
tlial they do not realize ttie disliiicttoiis which actuany e 
ist in the moral goodness of individual men, and partical 
classes of men. In poiut of fact, however, they are, inag 
degree, discriminative. Suffering is so closely connected wifl 
inany vicious courses, that it is universally admitted to t 
their direct and legitimate fruit. There is 
happiness, and, as its consequence, freedom from many b 
ly ailments, and frequently a protraction of life, from tlie e 
crciBC and cultivation of holy affections. The afflictiol 
of the righteous, even when they appear to equal, oi e 
ceed, in severity, those of the wicked who are living in a 
solute rebellion against God, are associated with spe* 
heavenly support and consolation, and arc tnore correi 
live tlian punitive, more fitted to purify than ■ 
Even though malignant spirits, according to the 
lions of tlie Parsisj may, in a way unknown to us, be, I 
some degree, instrumental in their application, they ; 
all administered under the direct guidance and control I 
God himself. 

It is in reference to our accounting for the existence fl 
moral evil, that any real, that in fact an insuperable d 
culty is experienced. When we consider that God hate 
BUI, and that he has the power to prevent il, we cannot, ii 
our present state, see hoio it could have at first been inlr 
duced into the tmiverse. That it has been introduce 
into the universe, however, and even into the world whid 
we itdiabit, we have too sure evidence in our own conec 
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j,iiiouf uDvaryiiig observation, and in every pag^^ 
Sslory. That it lias not been caused, according to the alle- 
^tion of the Pursis, by a Principle of evil existing from e- 
trnity, is manifest from the facts, that it has no indepen- 
tent support, which a tiod of goodness cannot destroy, and 
liich in all who are sanctiiied he actually destroys ; and 
lat it is not incotnpalible with the creative enei^, which, 
k is admitted, the God of goodness has displayed, to de- 
Iroy the whole system of tilings in which it is to be formed. 
Eliat its guilty origin must have been in the weature 
not in the Creator, is evideol from the fact, that it 
1 not viewed with complacency, but with wrath and 
idignation by God, asis certiiied to us by the suffering 
^hich he fails not to inflict as part of its punishment. The 
divine revelation of the Bible, whde, in inimmerablc passa- 
ges it exliibits and vindicates the holiness of God, directly 
bfurms UE that sin was first committed by angels, who kept 
^t their first estate, and afterwards by man, who offended 
by voluntarily breaking his commands, which had 
ien expressly made known, and supported by sanctions 
■itable to the authority of the Most High, on which they 
were founded. The same infallible standard of faith, 
however, teaches na that all events occur according to tlie 
ippointmeiit of God, and that even the greatest sin whicli 
ras ever commited, the crucifixion of the Lord ofglory, 
V>k place according to '' his foreknowledge, and determi- 
e council." * Though it attempts not to relieve ourme- 
taphysical [(crplexities, it supports Uie unlimited sovereign- 
ly of Jebovali, both in reference to the permission and 
inlrol of that which is evil. It exhibits God as frustrat- 
; the tokens of the liar^, and making diviners mad ; as 



■ Acts, ii, 23. 
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turning wise men backward, and miiking iheir knowlec 
foolish. * It shows us ' ' that the Loiil hath made all thiqj 
for himseir, yen even the wicked for liie day of evil ^ 
thill he brings light of darkness, strength out of weakne4 
and order out of confusion ; and that he makes the wra 
of man to praise Inni, as well as restrains the remainder J 
his wrath.- J It saith, in the name of God, unto PU 
raoh, a most wicked and abandoned prinee, " Even fwll 
same purpose have I raisud thee up, that 1 might show a 
power in thee, and that my name might be decitu 
throughout all the earth."<^ It shows that the exiate 
and continuance of evil will be overruled by God for tl 
manifestation of his praise, both through the develo] 
nient and execution of the glorious scheme of redemptid 
and the awful visitations of the divine justice on tiie c 
dren of destruction, who go to their own place, the w« 
of interminable woe. 

VI!. Jehovah declares himself to be the source j 
justifying righteousness, and sanctifying grace. 
down ye heavens, frmn above, and let the skies pour dot 
righteousness; let the earth open, and let them I 
forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up logietkt 
I the Lord have created it." 

There are some commentators who apply this sublic^ 
language to the dehverance from tlie Babylonish caplivitj 
which the Jewish church was destined to receive ihrouj 
the instrumentality of Cyrus. No groat fault can bo fouitfl 
with them for doing so, while they do not restrict it to llid 
remarkable providential dispensation. It has a much wiA 
sense, even that which is stated in the proposition whi<i 



" IsaiaJi, xl 
t Paaltu, \x\ 



t Proverbs, xvi, 4. 
^ Romttns, ix, 17. 
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r have now laid down, the redemption of God'fl people 
from the curse and power of sin. This is evident hoth 
from the language itself, which refers to (he most impor- 
tant dehverance which can be experienced ; and from paraJ- 
lel passages of the divine word. The works of Christ, 
tnd the blessings of salvation which How from him, are 
pidently referred to in the fiftieth Psalm, in which it is 
lid. "Gather my saints together unto me; those thai 
"Bave made a covenant with me by saeritice. And the 
heavens shall declare his rigliteousnees : for God is juda:e 
himself;" and in the eighty-fifth Psalm, in which it is de- 
" Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him ; 
Wt glory may dwell in our land, Mercy and truth are 
kL together ; righteousness and peace have kissed each 
^er. Truth shall spring out of the earth ; and righte- 
teness shall look down from heaven, yea tlie Lord shall 
3 that which is good ; and our land shall yield her in- 



■ That Justifying righteousness, and sanctifying grace, 
t come from God, men are slow to believe, and practi- 
Uly acknowledge. The conceit of the natural mind is, 
ial salvation is wholly, or principally, dependent on hu- 
man exertion. Man, it is imagined, can put far away from 
himself the penal consequences of sin, and place himself 
r to its power, whenever he may choose to alter his 
iurse of life, if it be indeed necessary, or persevere to the 
!!nd in that practice which he may consider as fully satisfy- 
ing the claims of God. The delusion originates in imper- 
fect and erroneous views of the nature and extent of sin, 
! authority of the great lawgiver, and the glory of his 
mmandments, and tlie demonstralion of the divine holi- 
i and justice which must ever be made throughout 
[he wide extent of the iini 
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Tlie Pur.i1s. in goDnraL, like tliriusands amt million^ 
vvcry qiiartur ol' tho worlil, lak« a most erroiifotiH view 
of llip natural statu of our species, of our depravity a n^i 
giiilt. Ill the sevcnili fargard of the Veiididad, 
said, tliat " Man is created pure and worthy of hcavegj 
In tlio tentli liirgard, a similar slatemctU is made, 
was not an expression of Bolilary opinion which was 
by a writer in a PSrsi periodical,* when he maintained, I 
" From the day tlint his parents bring him from a world a 
plete with light, into tliis even surpassing it in splendor! 
mortal keeps hia heart as pure as crystal, yea purer, until ij 
the season when lie becomes acquainted with the h 
of tlie world." I have heard a learned Dastur declare, ti 
it is the general belief of his tribe, that a person doea q 
become a responsible moral agent till such time as he is 1 
vested with the kusli. or imaginary sacred girdle, f and tj 
all slight transgressions which he may previously commit, i 
visited upon his parents. In none of the Piirsi 
whether doctrinal or litur^cal, with which I am acquaint^ 
are there any very particular and free and candid conn 
siona of tliat sin which deveiopes itself in the anger, (i 
content, and peevishness of the days of infancy, and I 

" The IlaikSi'tt and Vnrlam5fi. 

f The kuatf, according tn the institutes of the Parais, aliould 
sist of sevBfity-two interwoven tilatnenla, and shonid three 
circumvent the waist. Tlie appoinled time Tor inveatitUTe, Js wl 
child hna Brrircd at tlie age of seven years, seven months, itiK'I 1 
dajB. It sometimes tahes place at an earlier peiiad, in order t( 
litate infantile marringes, of whioh ihePirdssreasroiid asan 
cloaa of the natives of India. ; aod also at a later period, when !i 
are unablo to pay for lite necessary ceremonies. In tlis third 
addressed by tlie mobeds to the R^jdi of SanjSn, on the arrival of d 
Zotoastriana in GiijaiSt, the kiisti, anil otFier "eacred" parts of 
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tfie folly, rebellion, stubbornne<js, impurity, and avereion 
lo that which is good, which, when the natural depravities 
of man are unconlroUed, are so manirest in the yeara of 
childhood aiid youth, and which bears its mature fruit 
in the corrupt motives, and thoughts, and words, and actions, 
which are lamentably exhibited in mature age, when the 
work of regeneration has not been performed in tlie soul. 
In none of them do we find the humble acknowledgment, 
so consistent with general, nay universal observation and 
experience, " Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and in 
sin did my mother conceive me."* " The wicked are 
estranged from the womb ; they go astray speaking lieH."t 
" Every imagination of the thought of man's heart is only 
evil continually."! "The heart is deceitful above all tilings 
and desperately wicked."^ " All we like slieep have gone 
Rfitray, we have turned every one to his own way,"|| " Man 
|ibominabIe and filthy, and drinketh up iniquity like wa- 
'II " Out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
ilteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covelousness, 
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 



Jresa are tliua alluded to. " They who wear ■ aliirt, tlinl is to asy, the 
Scuhr, and who have round Uieir loins, like Itie liend of a aerpeot, of 
good woollen thread, the sacred kiiBii ; ami who coi-er llie crown of the 
head with the cap of two folds, ore we, the fair, the fearless, tli« valiant, 
anil aililetic P^U." Tiieee nrticlea are essential to the preservation 
of the purity and safely of the Zoroastrians, and are the panoply la 
which Uiey can sucoeBBfully encounter the nasniiia of Ahrimrtn- 

Tlie ku^tl bcHTs some ioalogy to the Brahinanical mwiijh. It li 
evident fioiii Uie figures at Pcrsepolia, that it, or aomelhiiig corres- 

Uldiog wiLli it, tntist have hceo in use among llie ancient Persians. 
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t Psalm. Ivi 



I Genfain, vi, 5. 



pride, foolisliness."* In none of them do wc find 
high demand of llie law, " Thou shall love the Lord thy 
God wilJi all thy hearl, and with nil ihy sou], and with (dl^ 
thy strength, and ^.wilh all tliy mind, and thy neighl 
as lJiyself."t In none of them, do we find Ihe doc) 
that every mouth must be stopped, and all the 
must be held " guilty tefore God,"J In none of them do 
we find a divine but incarnate Saviour exhibited as the 
surety of man, and as the object on which the divine wrath 
descended, and on which the divine hoIinesB and justice 
were illustriously, but fearfully, manifested, when he vo- 
luntarily stood in the place of the gTiilty, and endured 
that punishment which was due for their transgressions. 
Throughout the whole of them, we can discover only 
most general confessions of sin,!^ and tiie most uneuil 
directions for the avoidance of its punishment and remi 
from its influence. Salvation is represented by the Vendi- 
dad aa wholly dcpcndajit on the practice of the rites of the 
M^zdiaGni faith, and charity, repentance, penance, and 
intercession of friends. And are these, or any of th< 
let me ask, suitable means of purchasing salvation ? 

Will the practice of the M&adiasni rites conduce to 
move the sin of man ? Can the most distinguished of th( 
auch as the drinking of nimn^;|| ablution, for theexpult 
of devils ;V aagdid, or dog-gaze, withtlie view of obt 
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► Mark vii, 21—23. 



f Luke, X, 27. 



1 Roniana, ii 



§ The eouressions of the "P&tsi Pattts, ot forma of penitential defl 
tiOD, ttre not merely inadequate, but Boppoeitive and conditional. 



U See particularly the eightli fargard of the Veiiilidad, in which ti 
devil Neaoah ia gradually driven from Iho crown of the hand to H 
«xtTemitieaoftlietoeeiBnd then 6nnl1y expelled from the body, by u 
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t knowledge of the fate of departed spirits ;* tlie invocation 
of llie bird askoakaat ; and the paring of nails, and tlie 
cuUing of hair.f and many others of a like nature 
be even partially described by any Pars! to a European, with- 
out a mi^iving of heart, without the blush of shame playing 
upon Ids countenance ? Can the most sober of them, such 
as the invocation of the Amshuspands, Izads, and elements, 
be observed, without provoking the indignation of the one 
only living, and true God, who has solemnly and emphat- 
ically declared, that his glory he will not give to another? 
washing nith water, Aicliard^on, in his dlsseitatian prefixed to his 
Persian dtctioaary, aller quoting a. part of Uiis passage, aaka, " Can 
human credulity suppoae thia to be the composition of Zoroaster, or of 
who had pretensiona to common aense?" 

he cereraoniea connected with thia subject, the Pdrsla Ihougii 
;ulirly praciising them, appear to have some degree of ahame, even 
their owa commanily. Mr. Romer, in liia illuBiratioDa of tlie Zand 
and Pahltvf languages (Journal of the Royal Aeiatic Society, No. 
viii.), gives the following quotation of a letter C-oni the P&rsls of Kir- 
man to the P&rai comniunitiea ofSurat, Baroch, and Nausart. "Now 
be it knonn to you, that the Zand and books of the Good-failh de- 
clare, if ■ corpse be placed in a clean spot^ where are not the remaina 
of another body" slabs of atone being placed below it, and another 
above it, havinpbeen borna thitlier, dressed in gtaveclothes, by two 
men of the good faith <S,^«> QSjilOS j U-, j ) ,) ^ bawij-i- 
wailamtaagdWiV/ilit recitation of the awEBtaand dog-gaze; thia is cer- 
tainly allowable proper and righL"* " The Sagdid, that ia dog-gaze," 
Mr. Romei adds, " is tbe ceremony of bringing a dog to look upon a. 
dead body ; for according to some supetetitious notions of the P^sta, 
«vii spirits are driven away by ilie presence of the dog, and the fate 
of thedeceaeed'aaoul, nay be, they ihink, guessed at, by tlie manner in 
which lie regards Ibe corpse. Tiiia usage tliey do not willingly make 
known ;the term ijj J i , *t... therefore, instead of being thua writ- 
ten, in tlie text, is, as above shown, concealed fronu the vulgar eye 
under the veil of Zand letters." 
I 8ae the seventeenth fargatd of Uie Veiidid&d- 




Can the praclice of charity to the poor, to priests, to doj 
aad to birds, as frequently inculcated in the Vendid; 
conduce to the removal of sin ? Though charily in itself it) 
good thing, and though it may always have selected for it 
only proper objects, it is a duty incumbent upon all, accor- 
ding to their ability ; and when it is performed, the neglect of 
other duties is not atoned for, the guilt of any one sin coi 
mitledisnot cancelled or removed, and heaven is notpm 
chased, as the Pfirsls are taught to Irclieve. The libera 
man who thinks that he makes amends for his transgressioi 
by his charity, in effect thus addresses the Supreme bein| 
" O God, thou hast endowed me with riches and plentn 
and 1 know how to use them aright. I will make distribi 
tion from the stores which thou hast provided for me, I 
the purpose of blinding thitie eyes to the sins wliich I haj 
committed against thy majesty ! 1 will use thy gifts, to d 
charge the debt which is registered against me in the book « 
thy remembrance ! I will remove my offences, by present- 
ing thee with thine own bounties ! I will secure, by the fa- 
vours which thou hast conferred upon me, tlie privileged 
putting away my iniquites and oflences when I pleas 
Thou hast bestowed on me my possessions, that I may r 
superior to thy law ! Thou enablest mc by my libera 
to thee, and thy creatures, to thwart thy judgment !" 
there any person now hearing me who does not shudder a 
the bare imagination of this impiety ? 

I see nothing in the Parsi scriptures calculated to be^ 
genuine repentance ; but even supposing that the case were 
otherwise, I ask, Can repentance, remove the guilt of einM 
Though, as it involves the hatred of sin, and the tumiid 
from it unto God, it is indispensable as a condition of t 
acceptance with God, it cannot purchase the pardon of sin 
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and a heavenly inheritance. It does not make an adequate 
demonstration or tlie danger of sin, which, as directed a- 
gainst a being of iniinitc glory, must be considered, in a 
most important sense, as an infinite evil. It docs not re- 
medy the disiionour done to God by the ingratitude and re- 
bellion which constitute the essence of ain. It is frequent- 
ly unavailing in reference to the affairs and occurrences of 
common life. A man who squanders away his substance 
and his health in sinful courses, does not recover them on 
repentance. A man who loses his character, does not regain 
the confidence of society, when he confesses his guilt. 
The criminal who is deservedly condemned to death, gene- 
rally suffers the merited punishnicnt, notwithstanding all his 
teors; and regrets, and entreaties. No enrtlily sovereign 
in announcing his laws to his subjects, would declare to 
them, that they while they ought to oliey these laws, they had 
only to get sorry for any transgressions into whicli they might 
fall, in order to procure pardon. His authority would not be 
respected, were he to recognize it as a principle of Iiis go- 
vernment, that repentance formed an atonement ; and far 
less would the majesty and authority of the King of kings 
and Lord of lords be manifested and respected, were he to 
promulgate, tliat in repentance he can find a satisfaction 
for his offended justice. If man felt at liberty to commit 
sin, and to remove sin when he might please, it is evident 
that he would not continue obedient, but view himself as 
independent of the control of the Most High ; and that an- 
gels, and other intelligent principalities and powers, on wit- 
nessing his conduct, and its issue, nught be templed to trifle 
with the divine holiness, and to rebel against the divine 
law. 

But genuine repentance, it may be said, leads to amend- 
ment of conduct. This is certainly the case; but men 
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ought not to allow themselves lo be deluded by this vievfj 
of the matter, important though it be. The obedience of 
men, however sincere, is never perfect during any period 
of tlieir life. Though they may hate sin, and carry on 
perpetual struggle against il9 poner, and though in a gri 
degree they may be successl'ul in their efforts, tliey d< 
not, till death, become entirely free from its influence, bi 
daily sin against God, in heart, speech, and behaviour) 
Their obedience, even supposing it were perfect, could'' 
have no retrospective effect. God, at every moment of our 
existence, demands all our alTectioti, and all our reverence, 
and all our service ; and when we have done our best, 
when we liave satiefied even tlie fullest demands of the 
law, we have done only what was imposed upon us by our 
moral obligations. We have no overplus to supply our 
innumerable past deficiencies ; and as far aa our own per- 
sonal exertions are concerned, they must ever remain. 
They form, as it were, a debt ; and a debt contracted 
a merchant is not cancelled, though every article pun 
ed after it is recorded be followed by regular and prompt 
payment. The PSrsls, and Musalmans, who think tliat in 
the end the good and bad actions of men will be weighed 
togellier as a ground of judgment, err most egregiously.4 
Nothing can be mote unreasonable than the foUowii 
narrative, foimded on this idea, which is to be found ia 
the Ardai Virjif-Namah : " I was conducted back to the 
bridge of Chinavad by Serosh Izad, where on one side 
of the bridge, I saw a great multitude, standing in tlieir 
proper vestments, in an attitude of apathy and indiffer- 
ence. I immediatelyinquired of Serosh Izad, who they were, 
and for what purpose they were collected. He answered, 
the name of this place is the fust heaven ; and the people, 
you see will there remain until the day of restitution. They 
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liose whose good works exactly counterbalance tlieir 
U ones; but if either preponderated, they would go 
ither to a better or worse place."* The imagination thai 
lod and bad actions may counterbalance one another, is 
tposed to any tiling like a right understanding of the dl- 
law ; for according to it, God doea not require us to 
be perfect, or to liave a perfect righteousness, in order 
to escape punishment, but he requires ua to have only a 
grain of more goodness than we have of evil ! This is a 
most astounding view of God's judgment ; for if his final 
decision, is in any degree to be illustrated by the process 
if weigjiing, we must suppose a perfect righteousness — 
representation of an Unerring, and unvarying, and com- 
plete obedience — to be in the scale according to which the 
trial is to be made. How this weight can be counterbal- 
anced by anything pertaining to humanity, it is impossible 
to discover. 

I need scarcely ask. Can penances inflicted by men upon 
lemselves, or by priests and magistrates, procure the 
don of sin ? It must be evident that they can never 
id in the room of that punishment with which God threa- 
tens the transgressor. The great evil of sin is not ade- 
quately demonstrated by them. They are not sufficient 
to deter from iniquity. They are not calculated to vindi- 
cate the honour and glory of an oflended lawgiver. The 
temporary pains of hell, to be endured until the day of re- 
atitutionf on which the Parsis count so much, are not even 
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f According to the notions orthePlists, [he lime appointed for 

llhe durolion of the world, is 13,000 years, being 1000 for each sigti of 

<3,000 of these, daring which Aliriman remained in prime- 

>, were expended before the intrgduction of cviliinij nnder 



an adequate puiiishmeiit of sin ; wiiich is an ofl'ence against 
the majesty of the Lord of all, and cannot pui^ from it4 
influence. Sutiering alone, however much it may have r 
strained an offender, has never been known to eradicaUj 
the love of iniquity from any sou], or to inspire it will 
the love of God, and of holiness. 

Prayers and religious services for the dead, I muaf 
pronounce equally unavailing. The doctrine that the deri 
ceased may be either relieved from their just punishments 
or advanced in Iheir bliss, by the conduct of those whia 
survive them, is directly opposed to the fact that men cannOl 
satisfy the claims of the divine justice for themselves as iff 
dividuals, far less procure a stock of merit which can t 
available for any of their fellow-creatures. It is calculat] 
ed to foster daring, and dangerous, presumption in t 
minds of the living, inasmuch as it affords them the hop) 
that all that is necessary for their spiritual welfare, ma]l 
be accomplished after they have been removed from thd 
eartlily scene ; and it thus conduces to lead them to delafl 
repentance, and to conlirin them in their sinful courses. 

The sacred interests of truth, and my affectionate r 
for the welfare of theParsis, compel me to proclaim — and 

the dominiott of Hormazd, 30DO of Ihem having been spent while thfl 
world WQs in the higher regions, and the same number, while it w 
in its present position. During the 3000 wliich follow, and which a 
now current, Ahriman and Ilonnazd dispute llie sway. During thd 
last 30OO, Ahriman is to be triumphant. They are to be followed bfl 
the general resurrection of all animated beings, when Uie holy n 
immediately attain to perfect felicity, and when the wicked, incliidJa J 
Ahriman himself, will have their depravities purged away by threflj 
days lormcnt in the melted metats of hell, and be establisIieJ for e' 
in holy order and happiness '. (See the Bund^shn^, particularly tawar(| 
tlie condasion.) Some of the Persia think Uial Ahriman will be flnalljj 
deHtrnyed. 
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do it withoul reserve or liesitalion, — that as far rs their 
scrijtturea are concerned, tlie grand problem of human 
redemption, in comparison of which all others sink into 
utter ins^nificance, is still unsolved. The same powerful 
■notives constrain me to announce to them the Gonpol of 
Jeeus, which oifers pardon to the guilty, and sanctification 
to the impure, and eternal happiness to the miserable, on 
terms which ore not merely compatible with the hoIinesR 
and juBiice of God, and the authority of that law in which 
!y are imbodied, but which bring to him an inconceivable 
Mvcnue of glory and praise ; and which compel every spi- 
ritual mind joyfully to sympathize with the language of our 
text. " Drop down ye heavens from above, and let the 
t^ies pour down righteousness ; let the earth open, and let 
bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up 
ther ; 1 the Lord have created it." 
And what ia this Gospel of Christ ? Hear its divine au- 
thor announce its glad tidings : " God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only-begotten son, that whosoever believoth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." * The 
first personal subsistence of the one God-head, devised a plan 
for the redemption of a portion of the human race. He pro- 
posed that the other personal subsistence who stands to him 
iu the relation of an only-begotten Son, as eternally existing 
in him, possessing the same nature as himself, and being the 
brightness of his glory and the express unage of his person, 
and the object of his greatest love, should assume the nature 
of man, become subject to and honour the law, instruct the 
world, and endure unspeakable sufferings, and present his 
unspotted aoul as a sacrifice for the redemption of his peo- 
pie. Tlio Son voluntarily and readily acquiesced ; be- 

' Jgtin, iii, l(i. 



tpointed surety and substitute of 
God had delcnnincd to save ; and, in the fulness of time, 
accomplished tlie work which had been given him to do. 
In all tliat he did, and in all that he endured, there was 
an infinite merit, for he was a divine Saviour, on whose 
services tliere rested no legal claim, except tiiat which was 
found in his own voluntary promises and engagenienta. 
God olTcrs his grace to men ; and to all who, renouncing 
confidence in themselves, will exercise faith in liis name, 
and trust in his perfect righteousness, he is ready to ex- 
tend a free and a full pardon of every transgression. He^ 
delivers all who take refuge in hia grace from hell, 
from the eternal punishment which Ihey have merit 
He views them as righteous in hia sight, and receives tin 
into his favour, and adopts them into his family. God'i 
moral government is upheld, nay illustriously displayed, 
amidst all tliese transactions. When he pardons sin for 
the sake of Christ, he does so not without reference to that 
overwhelming display, continued throughout the whole hu- 
miliation of Christ but most remarkable at its terminati< 
in his death, of the intrinsic evil and the tremendous 
sequences of transgression. He proclaims to the univei 
tliat since he spared not his own Son when he stood in 
room of sinners, be will not spare sinners when ihey 
on their own footing. He unfolds a scheme of redemptb 
at once so glorious, and awful, and tremendous in tlie 
in which it has been executed, that it must appear to be 
ultimatum, such as may not be repeated, if it fail to establil 
righteousness tliroughout the unmeasured vastness of 
creation. When he frees men from the penal consequence 
of sin, he also frees them from its power and pollution, 
and confirms them in the ways of holiness and hapjiincss. 
For the begetting of that simple faith in, and reliani 
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on, Christ, to which he calls men, he is ready to give 1 
Holy Spirit, the third personal subsistence in the Godhead, 
to them who ask him. This heavenly teacher, and guide, 
and renovator, works powerfully within them. He con- 
vinces them of their sin and misery, leads them anxiously 
lo ask. What must we do to be saved, discovers to tliem the 
grace and power and suitableness of Christ, renews their 
wills, enables them to close in with the offers of his re- 
demption, fills them with peace and joy in believing, di- 
rects them to Christian obedience, and in due t'mie pre- 
pares them for the glorious inheritance of the saints in 
light. Under his influence, and looking to that Saviour 
whose loveliness and suitableness he discovers, they rejoice 
ilh joy unspeakable and full of glory, and they sing the 
iumphant song, — " Who can lay any tiling to the charge of 
rod's elect f It is God that justifieth. Who is he that 
conderancth? It is Christ that died, yea rather that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ '. Shall tribulation, or distress, or per- 
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword. . . . 
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded that nei- 
ther death, nor Ufe, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able lo separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."* 
Of this Gospel, we have no reason to be ashamed, for it 
is worthy of reception by the whole human race. ",This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, tliat Christ 
•Jesus came into the world to save sinners, "f I call upon 
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(be Tittfm, anU all around me, to receive it, and ttie otliei 
doctrincB which on llii« occaeion we have briefly expound- 
ed, aa tile and salvation. I cannot now enlai^o upon it, but 
I beg you to bear in mind tliat it i^ clearly and ful^ 
announced in ihe Bible, which I most earnestly rec 
to Uie anxious and prayerful attention of every one 
who now bears me, be he Hindu, Musalmun, Piirsi, o» 
nominal Christian. This aacred volume addresses all man- 
kind with an authority to which no other book can lay 
the slightest claim. It must appear from its conteulB, histo- 
ry, and efl'ects, to every candid inquirer, to be indeed the 
word of God. It is no unknown witness, who has not bed 
brought to the test, and whose character Iibb not been estab^l 
lished for honesty and veracity, for it has sustained tlie moat 
rigorous investigation by friend and foe, from the first day 
that it was given to the world; and it has commanded tlie 
credence and veneration of men of the most commai 
ing intellect, the most exalted genius, and the most ext« 
sive and refined education. It is no untried weapon in tj 
warfare of the Lord, for it has already proved victorioiwia 
over persecution the raost exasperated, determined, i 
direful, and over barbarism and ignorance the grossest 1 
and most confirmed, and over systems of humaal 
philosophy, the moat elaborate and venerable, and d 
inated civilization, and happiness, in many a region of ihaJ 
world. It is no antiquated volume of legendary lore an4 1 
amusing speculation, but is ihe acknowledged standard ofifl 
the faith and practice of the most enhghtened nations of thftS 
earth, and the source of the highest moral goodness which lA^ 
anywhere displayed within their borders, or the widest circltf 1 
of their influence. It bears the seal and signature of he^-'l 
vcn on every page, being distinguished for its surpassing! 
simplicity, consistency, penetration, wisdom, sublimity, and I 
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soleiniiit)', in ihe accounts wlitclt it gives of the cliaracler 
and providence of God, the moral state of man, and the 
means and nature of salvation. Lt is the counterpart of 
man'§ moral necessities ; for it ofTers pardon for liis guilt, and 
holiness for hia impurity. It holds out to him the most pow- 
erful motives to obedience, and communicates to him the 
most glorious hopes ; supports him, by the abundance of its 
consolations, under the heaviest afflictions and distresses; il- 
lumines the darkness of the grave ; and discovers an immor- 
tahty of perfect happiness, and unalloyed and unutterable 
It has the testimony of miracles, all unequivocally mark- 
1 by the divine power, and which can be clearly evinced to 
Bve been moat directly associated with the first commu- 
nication of its different portions to the world, it has the 
testimony of prophecy, minute and comprehensive, and 
extending through many ages, and fulfilled, and now fulfil- 
The providence of God is manifestly on its side ; 
1 he is a short-sighted inquirer who does not see that it 
I destined to dispel all the darUacas which covers tlie 
earth, and the gross darkness which covers the people. 
I Those who neglect it, overlook their best interests ; and 
I vtJiose who fly from its influence, repudiate the greatest 
hUesstng which was ever proposed for their acceptance. 
tThose who continue to resist its triumphs, will reap tlie 
arses which it denounces against unbelief and impenitence, 
d expose themselves to confusion and shame. Those who 
V its power, fear nothing of the opposition which they 
may experience in any part of tlie world ; and are in no degree 
discouraged by all the wrath, and malice, and threalenings, 
with which its teachers, and its new disciples, in connexion 
with whoiio entrance into the church I now address you, have 
lately in this place been visited. Much of the indignation 
which has lieen excited by its efficacious working in the 
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^wne of (lie young in this community, we a*^| 
cribo to ignorance, misrepresentation, novelty, tlic jealoui^. 
or a spirituaJ tyranny wliicli has been long undisputed, aiuSj 
the nalumi pride of an indulged and pamiwsred superstitions- 
All the injuries which have been done to iie, we most 
ly forgive ; and those who have been the wilful or mistaken 
instruments of inflicting tlicm upon us, we are prepared to 
receive into the arms of Christian affection, ^he mo- 
ment that they yield to the dictates of truth, and solicit 
for themselves the grace of Jehovah. We trust that the 
day of the merciful visitation of the P&rs'is, and other 
tribes of India, is not far distant ; and in aJI the agitatii 
and commotion, and inquiry which now prevail, 
that we discover its prelude. We may be mistsdien in 
our estimate of its near approach ; but we do not err 
when we declare that it will infallibly arrive. In the 
meantime, the blessings of salvation are offered without 
money and without priee, to all who will receive them ; 
and Christ himself uow declares, as he has done from tl 
beginning, " Him that cometh to me, I will in 
cast out."* Let the response of many weary and sin- 
Aided souls be, " Unto whom shall we go [but unto titee] 
Thou hast the words of eternal life, and wc believe and 
are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
God."f — May God bless his word, and to his name be 
praise, Amen. 
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Extriut from an affidavit read in the Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Bombay, in the matter of a torit of Habeas Corpus directed to John Wil- 
son, D. D. 

John Wilson, Doctor in Divinity, inhabitant of Bombay, and Mis- 
sionary of the Greneral Assembly of the Church of Scotland, maketh 
oath and saith, that on or about the 1st December, 1835, he founded a 
Seminary of education in the fort of Bombay, which, in the first in- 
stance, was denominated the Scottish Mission School, but which is now 
known by the name of the Greneral Assembly's Institution. 

And this deponent further saith, that before opening the said semina- 
ry, he gave public notice, as its superintendent, through the medium of 
the native newspapers of Bombay, that in addition to secular knowledge 
instruction in the precepts and doctrines of Christianity, would be regu- 
larly taught in the said seminary ; and that this deponent believes, that 
from the first it has been generally understood and believed by the na- 
tive community of Bombay, that the doctrines and precepts of Chris- 
tianity are actually taught in the said seminary. 

And this deponent further saith, that a few days after the said semi- 
nary was opened, a Piursi youth, named Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, who 
appeared to be upwards of 13 years of age, was admitted as a scholar 
into the said seminary ; and that in the commencement of the year 1837, 
the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee was admitted as a student into the up- 
per, or College, Division of the said seminary. And this deponent fur- 
ther saith, that about the end of the year 1837, it came to his knowledge, 
from personal observation, and the testimony of one of the teachers of 
the said General Assembly's Institution, that the said Dhunjeebhoy 
Nowrojee appeared to possess great candour of mind, and to cherish a 
great regard for the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, and other 
Christian publications, which he, the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, was 
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ir')-ii|arly iii (lie liiibil nf jicnismg, anii lioatini; CKfiouudeil ; and tti>t d 
Ihc 13th urOctoWi ill Uieytar of Christ ld%^, lio, tlib tleponcnt, recdH 
ed a kttor from Mr. Thomu SmiUi, one of tlic tcucliErH ul' ilic mii C 
rrnl ABai.-iiibty'a Jiisttiation, lierenntu itniieied und niarbed A. 
whieb letter is in tlie liand writing of the said Mr. Thonuui Smith, WH 
wlioac kanJ-wriling Itiis depmieat in well ac([UiiinlciI. 

A. " ReverenJ Sir, — Dlmnjeebhoy ba> asked me Tot a rt/tri 
and I told him that I should give blnv a note to you, nnd tbit I hMl q 
doubt but llmt you would supply him witJi one. I citn conliileiitty U 
yiia that Dhunjccblioy ie duttrminfd lo he bapliieii, for lie ib 
i-otieerted ; he rpade with Mr. EBBai al night, nnd prays too. In initWin^" 
theme nascTtions, t have not ooD^ilted Iiiiii lu to Uieir oarrcetni^aa ; but 1 
think Ulis will be a goad Dpfiortuiiit; lor y on to know his tnind. As I 
Ubt« not anch a bible ■■ he nanta, I would entreat you, if you have tu 
a one to let him have it. 

" Yours obediently, 

I3lh October, 1838, " Thomas Sicith." 

And this disponent (urthsr sailli, that on nt about llie 14tiL Octobe 
1S38, he WBB visited by the asid Dhuajrebhoy Nowrojee, who reques 
liiin, this deponent, lo receive him into Ilie communion of the Cbiq 
lian churcli, by bapUting bim iu the name of ilie Father, the i 
and the Holy Ghost ; and that this deponent then informed hill 
the flud DhuDJeebhoy Nowrojec, that he was most happy to bear of li 
determination to profess the truth as it in Jesus, but that he, the n 
deponent, considered it a duty which he owed both lo the said Dbunja| 
bhoy Nowrojce, and the cause of Christianity, to instruct him iu Ibe m 
of Ood more perfectly, to scrutinize his motives, and to observe his C 
tian feelings and moral conduct, and that for the accompliahment M 
these objects it would be necessary for the said Dhunjeebboy NowtqMI 
to wait upon him, this deponent, for especial inatraction, whenever If 
convenienoe might admit. 

And tliis deponent further fiaith, that from the 14Lh of October, \S2 
the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, hoa frequently waited upon tiie said il 
))onent forreligiousingtruction, and devotional excjciees, and that on I 
of these, or otheToccasions. Iiaahe, this deponent, ever presented ti 
mindof the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, asingle worldly induceme^ 
to bis public profession of Chtietianity ; and tliat on tbe contrary he,t 
deponent, has uniformly told him, the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, 
" all who live godly in Christ Jesus" must exi>ect lo be exposed tt 
tiouB trials and olHictions ua thej pass through the wildeiness oflb 
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And lliis deponent further saith, that on or about the 9th of January, 
in the year of Christ 1639, the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee left Bom- 
bay for the purpose of accompanying this deponent through the Nor- 
thern Konkan ; that the said Dhunjeehboy Nowrojee travelled with him, 
this deponent, till the 21 st of February, 1839, when he returned in com- 
pany with this deponent to Bombay ; that this deponent had many oppor- 
tunities, when absent from Bombay, of observing the said Dhunjeebhoy 
Nowrojee's disposition, feelings, and conduct; that this deponent be- 
came persuaded that the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, had really receiv- 
ed tbe truth of Christ in the love of it ; and that this deponent promised 
to embrace an early opportunity of admitting the said Dhunjeebhoy 
Nowrojee into the church of Christ by baptism 

And this deponent further saith, that on or about the 33d of April, 
1839, he requested the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee to furnish him, this 
deponent, with a precise and particular statement of the circumstances 
which had led him, the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, to a belief in the 
doctrine of Christ, and that on the same day, the said Dhunjeebhoy 
Nowrojee wrote out and showed this deponent, a rough draft of his rea- 
sons for believing in the doctrine of Christ, and which this deponent 
perused and returned to Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, and a fair copy of 
which, in the hand-writing of the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, is here- 
unto annexed, marked, B. 

B. " Two days after Dr. Wilson in 1835, established the General As- 
sembly's Institution, I applied to him for admission, which was imme- 
diately granted to me. At this time, I was ignorant of the Bible and of 
all the doctrines of the Christian Religion. But I soon began to read 
the Bible. At first I did not think much about it, but when I advanced 
in my studies, I began to understand it, and had a great love for it. 1 
read also in Thomson's Collection, which contains many interesting 
subjects, and which I found to be very useful. I got more knowledge 
of Christianity while attending Dr. Wilson's Wednesday lectures at the 
Mission House. Mr. Payne, one of the teachers in the Institution, 
took me to the Sunday School, and I sometimes attended with him at 
the Scotch Church, to hear the preaching of the Gospel. About two 
years ago, I was thinking about Christianity very much, but through 
the fear of my relations, and of my countrymen, I did not express my 
ideas to liny one. When any thoughts about Christianity would occupy 
my mind, I would try to put them out, by thinking that if the Parsi re- 
ligion were false, it would not have continued to this time ; but this no- 
tion only lasted a short time, for I would feel something within warn- 
ing me against the path which I was pursuing. I was somewhat convinc- 

9 



r my foUy in woriliippi ng the elements, which is qnile « 
rcaiao, and the first and second commiindiDents of Cad, which he g»n 
lo Moaea. I oflerwordB read Dt. Wilson 'a lecture on the VendidU B 
ii, andbeoame conTinecdol'llie fnllucyof the Ptrsi religion. 

" My uncle ordered me to lenvc the Iiiatitution, and to aasist hli 
Blii in some work. Mi. Payne came oAen la ask me to ceturn t 
inatiliition, and Dr. Wilaon having requeatcd a Parai gentlem: 
spetk It> my uncle aboutmy absence, and thatgentlemanecold him velf 
much, iiad he aenl me back, 1 again read Scripture with Mr, Payne, 
studied Mathematics and Natural History with Dr. Wilaon, and Meiul 
tal Philoaophy with Mr. Neabit. Not knowing how to acknowledge tl 
Savio'jT, I proposed to enter into friendship with Mr. Johanoea Eagv 
whom I saw Dr. Witaon admit into the Church, and whom I elwaya I 
found speaking in defence of the faith wliich he professed, and willing J 
to assist any one in Ending out the truth. On day he asked m 
with hira to Dr. Wilson's Friday evening lecture, and I had muoh ll 
with him. I did not tell him the stalaof my mind, until be told mir, tl 
he intends to became a preacher of the glad tidings of salvntion. All 
the same time 1 oitpressed my fear of my relations, and of my oountry-] 
men, but he pointed out Ig me some passages in the Scriptures, ' 
which I was quite aatisiiud ; and In keeping liia firiendship 1 gaini 
ndTintages. Mr. Smith, one of my worthy leachera, who instructed uj 
in Geography and History, discovered what my feelings w 
wrote on ray behalf to Dr. W. who received me as on entjuirer a 
true religion. 1 was very much with Dr. W. both by day and ujj 
and he took me with him on bis tour to the jungles, when be gave n 
many instructions about Christianity, and Mr. Mitchell of Poonah, whal 
was with us, also read, and prayed with me. When 1 coiue back Wl 
Bombay, 1 told to my uncle that 1 wish to embraoe Christianity, but at 3 
first he did not believe it. \ month and half after. Dr. W. asfced mS' 1 
to atop with him, and lo teac h a lady Guzorathee, and I lotd Uiat U, 
uncle, and he gave me permisaion. 

" I now beg to come forward and to receive baptism, in the preae&De'B 
of the public, ready to suffer for my Lord and Saviour Jesua Christ, with 1 
a full assurance of the fulfilment of bis promise. My eyes are njH'n byV 
the divine grace, and aee the true light. Oh what a 
lo know the true religion. I lay hold of the Lord an 
Christ, who come down from heaven, and took upon himself our infirml— 1 
ties, and suffered on the croaa, and teigns in heaven, to sai 
And now, my Christian brethren, I aak one thing from yon, to pray ftuT'l 
me, that 1 mny prove to be a true disciple of Christ. And now, in] 
fcUow countrymen, 1 recommend to you to do one thing, and tliat is 
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to take the Bible into your lisiiilit, and to read it earneally, iini] aek God 
four eyes, and allow yon the true way, that you may follow it. 
I Coiupaie the Bible willi jour Vcndidnd, and sec which ia true. I am 
certain an my life, that you will find out that the ChrUlion reli- 
gioa is true, and if yon do, 1 beg of you all to enter into it. If you 
will not do these things before you depart from this wicked world, yon 
will go lo Ihsit place where there is weeping and wailiug and gnashing 
I af teeth, and where you will find no rest; therefore do these things aa 

ind this deponent fiiTtber aaith, that on pemsing the abore-mention- 
I rd paper, he come to Uie conclusiion, si a mimater of the gospel of 
t, solemnly sworn to seek both tbe eitension and tlie purity of 
hnrch, that it formed a strong presumptive proof that the mind of 
Tiler, the toid Dhuojeebhoy Nowrojee, had, through divine grace, 
K^en truly enlightened by divine truth ; and Ihat he, the said Dhnnjee- 
khoy Nowrojee, wai a lit person to enjoy Christian communion. 
And this deponent further aaith, that the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojoe 
within the post two months, frequently informed him, Uiis depo- 
, that he, the said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, believed his age (o be u[i- 
■vards of sixteen years and six months ; that this deponent believes, 
Vthat the age of the »aid Dboojecbhoy Nowrojee is upwards of eixtoen 
9 and six months ; and that according to the universal cnstomB of 
Bthc natives of thia country, including the Farafs, he, the said Dhunjee- 
rblioy Nowrojee, as for as his age is concerned, ia entitled to have the 

disposal of hia own person, and even to be the master of n family 

And this deponent further saith, that on the evening of the I si of 

May lost, lliis deponent, before a large assembly of natives and Euro- 

I pesns, and under the protection of the police, publicly baptized the 

d Dhunj^bho; Nowrojee in the house of this deponent : and that he, 

Vlhe said Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, on this occasion publicly laid aside, tka 

« said far erer, the Kusti, or reputed sacred string of the ?tnia. 

CoitVEIlSIOlI OF HuRMaiDJEE FeITOHJEE. 

Extraclfrem tkt Oritntid Christian Sptctator, June, 1939. 
The following is his own oifecting account of his conversion, wbicll 
he read on the occasion of bis baptism, which look place on the 1111b of 
May. 

" In the year of our Lord 1H36, February the ISlb, I applied to Dr. 

Wrhion for admission into the General AsBemLly's Institution, which 

was immediately granted me. At which period, I waa ignorant oftbe 

EogliBh language, of llic Bible, and of all the doctrines of tho Cttristion 

Lteiigion, But ab eooD as 1 look ft great deal of core in sludyixg my Ics- 
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Hons, in about a year, I began to know them in some degree, and after a 
year elapsed, Mr. Payne, one of the teachers in the aforesaid School, 
placed me in his Bible Class in the School, and also took me to the Sun- 
day School. At that time, I did not think about the Holy Bible, but 
when I advanced in my studies, I began to think about it very much, 
and had a great love for it. My knowledge of Christianity was very 
much increased by my attending Dr. Wilson's lectures, and Mr. Nea- 
bit's class, in which Thomson's Collection was read. 1 obtained much 
interesting and useful knowledge from the teacher of the last mentioned 
book, Mr. Nesbit. I also obtained a great deal of knowledge from my 
worthy master Mr. Payne, who took me often to tlie Scotch Church, to 
liear the preaching of the Gospel. About six months ago, I had many 
thoughts about Christianity, but through the fear of my relations, and 
love of my wife and others, I did not express my thoughts to any one; 
but as soon as I read some parts in the Bible, particularly in the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew, the 28th verse of the 10th chapter, which 
says, " Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul ; but rather fear him, who is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell ;" and the 37th, 38th and 39th verses of the same chapter, which say, 
'< He that loveth father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me : 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me. 
And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy 
of me. He that findeth his life, shall lose it : and he that loseth his life 
for my sake, shall find it," — I thought more and more about Christian- 
ity, and I agreed with my beloved friend, Framjee Bomanjee, to inform 
Dr. Wilson, that we neither feared any of our relations, nor wished to 
love our wives and other relations more than our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; for it is said, that such as do so, are not worthy of me , and on 
that account, we thought very very much, and at last, we both called 
on Mr. Johannes Essai, to ask his advice ; and by his advice, we made 
application to Dr. Wilson, telling him that we were very desirous of em- 
bracing Christianity. My friend Framjee Bomanjee wished very much 
that we both might be baptized together ; but it has not taken place 
according to our wishes ; but still I think that it will all be ordered ac- 
cording to the will of Almighty God, though our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

" Now, my brethren, I come forward to receive baptism in the pres- 
ence of the public, and I am ready to suffer any persecution for my 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And, my Christian brethren, I beg of 
you one thing, namely ; — that you would pray for me, that I may prove 
a faithful preacher of the Good Tidings. 
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'♦ And now my fellow-countrymen, I most humbly beg of you too, (who 
are seeking which is the only true religion on earth), to compare the 
Word of God J with your Vendiddd SMc, and see which is true. If you 
will think about it, I hope you will find out which is the true religion ; 
but if you will not think about it, I feel very sorry as to your approach- 
ing doom ! Now, my brethren, mine eyes which were before shut, are 
opened, and now I see the beautiful light which is not given by men, 
but by the Almighty God, through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

" It is in this manner, that I desire to pray : — 

" O Lord, my God, my Maker, my Preserver, and my Saviour ; I 
will extol thee, O Lord, for thou hast lifled me up, and hast not made 
my foes to rejoice over me. O Lord my God, I thank thee, for thou hast 
brought up my soul from the grave. Thou hast kept me alive, that I 
should not go down to the pit. In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust, 
let me never be ashamed ; deliver me in thy righteousness ; bow down 
thine ear, O Lord, and hear me ; pull me out of the net, that my ene- 
mies have laid privily for me ; for thou art my strength, and my por- 
tion for ever. O Lord give thy light to those who have not seen it, 
and who are still in darkness : show them the way they should go, and 
give thy Holy Spirit to them who ask thee. Now, bless us, assist us, 
and comfort us ; that we may praise thee, and glorify thee, through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen." 

5 I 5 I 39. " Hormusjee Pestonjee, Dawar, aged about 19 years." 

In the letter addressed to Dr. Wilson, by Hormazdjee Pestonjee, and 
his friend Framjee Bomanjee, whom we hope ere long to see in the 
enjoyment of personal liberty, the following passage occurs : — " After 
a long consideration we have been convinced that Christianity is the 
only true religion on the earth, and we have earnestly resolved with our 
hearts and souls to embrace it, being the only means of obtaining eter- 
nal life. Our design in embracing Christianity, is not that we may 
have riches (which we at present are not at a loss for), but that we may 
obtain an entrance into the everlasting kingdom of God, by confessing 
him, who came from heaven to save sinners before men, that wo may 
not be denied by him before his Father which is in heaven." 
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